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our people first settled; or afterwards in
Ohio; had we remained in Missouri, to
which State we subsequently emigrated
and from whence we were cruelly driven;
had we remained in Illinois, where we af-
terwards took refuge, and from whence
we were also cruelly driven to the wilder-
ness, we should have been made partici-
pants in that dreadful strife, we should
have been compelled to have taken up
the weapons of war, or the people would
have said we were disloyal. Inaction at
such a time would have been set down
to disloyalty and sympathy with the re-
bellion, and we could scarcely have es-
caped, in view of the prejudices against
us, being branded and treated as traitors
to the Government. But we were here
in the mountains, in a position where we
could do nothing in the strife. President
Lincoln asked for some men to guard the
great highway, to preserve the mails and
keep open communication, and these
men were sent out. But they did not have
to fight. Under the command of General
James Craig, our men were sent to guard
the great transcontinental highway, and
we did our part in that direction. But
God, in His Providence, did not place
us in a position to imbrue our hands
in the blood of our fellow men. And
when five hundred men—after we were
driven from Illinois in 1846—were re-
quired to make up the Mormon Battalion
for the Mexican war, the promise of God
to these five hundred men was that they
should not be compelled to shed blood
during their absence, and in a remark-
able manner this prediction was fulfilled.
They never shrank from doing their duty
as good, loyal citizens and soldiers, but
there was no bloodshedding by the Mor-
mon Battalion. We have been in all our

troubles preserved from shedding blood.
We are not a bloodshedding people. Our
garments are not stained with the blood
of our fellow men—I mean as a peo-
ple. There are many among us who
have been soldiers in the war, but I am
speaking now as an organization, and
we stand in that position today, in the
United States. We can say to the South-
erner, to the Northerner, to the West-
erner, to the Easterner, and to every
man, "We are your brothers." We are at
peace with all mankind. God has given
unto us a law concerning this, that we
must hoist the standard of peace and
continue to proclaim it, and then if we
are called upon to defend ourselves, we
are told to leave our cause in the hands
of God. We are a people who love peace,
and in the turmoil, in the wars, in the
confusion, in all the disorders that will
eventually occur, not only in Europe, but
in our own land—our own blessed land
in many respects which shall become yet
very unhappy in consequence of inter-
nal broils and disunion—when all this
shall take place we are the people who
will present such an aspect to the world,
that they will say, "Here are the fea-
tures we desire, they have the peace our
souls long for." Now, my brethren and sis-
ters, we should cultivate this feeling of
peace. My sisters, let peace be in your
hearts. Repress everything like quar-
relling. Suffer wrong rather than do
wrong. It is a harder thing for a man
to submit to wrong than to fight against
it. The natural tendency of the heart is
to resent wrong, to strike back when you
are struck at, but it is not the way laid
down by the Savior.

There is one thing I want to speak
about before I get through, and that
is in relation to our tithes and offer-


