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and by and by it will leaven the whole
lump, and the influence and the power
that will go forth from this people will be
felt throughout the whole earth. I know
it is a great thing to say, and men, look-
ing at us numerically, think we are ex-
ceedingly presumptuous to advance such
an idea, but it is nevertheless true. The
union of this people, the power which ac-
companies them and the effect of their
example will be felt more and more, and
the truth will continue to spread until all
honest-hearted people will be convinced
of the truth of the statements which are
made concerning the restoration of the
everlasting Gospel in its original purity
and power, and those who may not be
prepared to receive it—will sooner or
later respect it and admire it, and be
willing to share in the benefits which
will accrue from its establishment on the
earth.

Now, my brethren and sisters, there
is one thing above everything else, that
every speaker from this stand would like
to impress upon your minds, and that is,
when you go away from this Conference
that you carry with you the determina-
tion to live and to carry out in your lives
the principles that you profess. That is
all that we can ask of you. Live your
religion—that embodies all that can be
said to you. There is glory in it, there
is happiness in it, there is peace in it,
there is virtue in it, there is wealth in it,
there is exaltation in it, there is no gift
or blessing or power that it does not con-
tain and that does not accompany it. On
the other hand, violate the principles of
your religion, deviate from the path that
God has marked out, and there is sorrow
and misery for you, if persisted in.

You have been gathered together
in the most wonderful manner that

any people ever were. We talk about the
gathering of the children of Israel under
Moses. I consider that that mighty move-
ment fades away in comparison with the
gathering that is now going on. This peo-
ple have been brought from the various
nations of the earth, and you have re-
ceived a testimony from God concerning
this work. You know for yourselves if you
are living as you should do—concerning
these things. How necessary it is, then,
that you should carry out these princi-
ples. But the great difficulty we have
to contend with is that we bring with
us our traditions and preconceived ideas,
and to overcome these is the great la-
bor we have to contend with; it is a la-
bor that we should set ourselves indus-
triously, patiently, perseveringly to ac-
complish. Let us be pure in our hearts,
in our language, in our conduct, in every-
thing that we think and say and do. Let
us seek for purity; let us inculcate purity;
let us take the principles of the Gospel
and teach them to our children and en-
deavor to make them better Latter-day
Saints than we are; let us do everything
we can in this direction, and then if we
do this there will be no vice in our land;
liquor saloons, gambling houses, houses
of prostitution and the other evils that
abound in the world will not be found
within our borders. It should be our
aim to so live that these things shall
be repressed, completely extinguished.
It is a shame for anyone professing to
be what we are to enter a liquor sa-
loon, or to patronize one, or to patronize
any of these evils; and we should with-
draw the hand of fellowship from all who
do. Drunkenness certainly will never
be countenanced by the Lord. It is a
gross vice, and it will bring the loss of
the Spirit to everyone who indulges in


