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Now, we are told that Satan rebelled
against God. He could not rebel against
a law if that law had not been given; he
could not have violated a commandment
if that commandment did not exist. And
we are told that he sought to take away
the agency of man, to make man a poor
miserable serf; and then to take his own
course in regard to the destiny of the hu-
man family. But God would not have it
so; and because of his rebelling he cast
Lucifer out of heaven and with him one-
third of the hosts of heaven because of
their departure from God and his laws,
and because they sought to pervert the
counsel of God, and violate those princi-
ples which he had introduced for the sal-
vation of the world which was to be, and
upon which we now dwell.

Was it known that man would fall?
Yes. We are clearly told that it was un-
derstood that man should fall, and it was
understood that the penalty of departing
from the law would be death, death tem-
poral. And there was a provision made
for that. Man was not able to make that
provision himself, and hence we are told
that it needed the atonement of a God to
accomplish this purpose; and the Son of
God presented himself to carry out that
object. And when he presented himself
for this position he was accepted by his
Father, just the same as any man who
owes a debt, if he is not able to pay that
obligation, and somebody steps forward
and says, I will go security for him. If
the persons to whom he is indebted are
willing to take him as security they will
receive the security's note or obligation
to meet the debt. So Jesus offered him-
self. Now, man could not have done that.
Man could do all that he is capable of do-
ing. But there was an eternal law of God

violated and it needed an eternal, infi-
nite sacrifice to atone therefore; and Je-
sus offered himself as that sacrifice to
atone for the sins of the world; and hence
it is written, he was the Lamb slain from
before the foundation of the world.

Now, to carry out this view of indebt-
edness a little further. We will suppose
that a man has given his note to pay a
certain amount in a certain given time,
and in order to keep that note good, he
agrees to pay interest on it. Now, when
Jesus gave himself up as security for the
sins of mankind, and God accepted of his
security, what was done then? Why, sac-
rifices were introduced as types of the
sacrifice of the Son of God, to show that
the ancient servants of God recognized
this principle which had existed in the
heavens, and many of them understood
the principle with great clearness. We
find that Adam offered sacrifices, and
when he did this, he said in answer to
a question put to him by an holy an-
gel, I do not know why I do it, only the
Father has commanded it. And then
the angel commenced to explain to him
that this rite was a type of the sacrifice
of the Only Begotten of the Father who
should come in the meridian of time to
offer himself as a sacrifice for the sins of
the world; and said he, "Thou shalt do
all things in the name of the Son, and
call upon the Father in his name forever-
more." When Adam and Eve ate of the
forbidden fruit, the mercy of God was ex-
tended to them, and they perceived as
Eve expressed it, that if there had been
no fall, they would have had no poster-
ity, and that they would have been de-
prived of many joys and blessings re-
lating both to this life and the life to
come. And so Adam and Eve rejoiced
in their hearts that God had provided


