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young man is 20 or 21 years old, or even
older, and has a wife and children to sus-
tain, to sit down with the idea that he
cannot learn or that he is past learning
because his early education has been ne-
glected, is folly; there is no propriety in
either man or woman entertaining such
ideas. This gentleman of whom I was
speaking, at the age of 29, could not read;
he was a farmer and was suffering from
an attack of bronchitis. His physician
told him that if he did not stop work
he would gradually sink into the grave.
He knew that if he remained upon his
farm he could not live without working;
so he rented it, and with his wife and
child moved down in the city, determined
to spend in study the time he could not
employ in work. His wife helped him.
He had a worthy partner—a most excel-
lent woman I should judge, from what
he told me. He commenced his studies,
his health improved, but instead of re-
turning to the farm he kept on for four
years, and secured a good education in
that time; he pinched himself, and both
he and his wife struggled, by working all
they could and living economically, to ac-
quire this education. After thus applying
himself for four years he returned to his
farm, completely restored in health. His
neighbors thought that as he had been
a good student, he would make a good
supervisor, to which office they elected
him without any effort on his part; and
after awhile they elected him a legisla-
tor, and returned him several times, and
he served as speaker to that body in the
State, where probably for its population
there are as many men of culture and en-
ergy, as can be found anywhere else. And
then he was sent to Congress.

It struck me that it was an in-

stance of perseverance and energy worth
remembering for the benefit of its exam-
ple, and I relate it so that if there are
any young men or young women within
the hearing of my voice who may be
similarly situated, they need not be dis-
couraged because they have not had the
advantages of education in their youth.
There ought to be no discouragement un-
der such circumstances. I hope, how-
ever, that we shall do everything in our
power to furnish facilities for our chil-
dren. Do not spare means in this direc-
tion, my brethren and sisters. You do not
know what future there is before your
children. They are like diamonds. True,
they may need polish, in order to bring
out their brilliancy and best qualities;
and education of the right kind will im-
part this luster. There are some as bright
intellects in obscure families in this Ter-
ritory as can be found elsewhere. God
has so distributed his gifts that he has
not given them to any one family. I thank
him for that. He is not going to build
up a dynasty in his kingdom. He does
not confine his gifts and blessings to any
special class of men. He has distributed
them like he has the air, so that all have
them and all share in them. A man
and his wife may be an obscure couple,
yet their children may make the bright-
est men and women. None of you know
what your children are capable of until
you give them proper opportunities. You
should not think that because you have
got through life without much educa-
tion, that therefore your children ought
to go through in the same manner. Give
your children opportunities, and do not
work them to death and thereby stunt
their minds; but give the boys a chance
and give the girls a chance, bearing in
mind that they will have more extended


