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JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

THE BLESSINGS ENJOYED THROUGH POSSESSING THE
ANCIENT RECORDS, ETC.

DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE, SALT
LAKE CITY, SUNDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 8, 1881.

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

President Cannon having read the
whole of the 12th Chapter of the Epis-
tle of Paul to the Corinthians, said: It
is a blessed thing for us who live in this
day and age to have records in our midst
which have come down from olden times,
and which are recognized, at least by
Christendom, as the Word of God, and
as containing principles of life and of sal-
vation. A people who are destitute of
such records are in many respects to be
pitied, for they have not the benefit of the
experience and teachings of those who
have preceded them and are deprived of
that knowledge concerning the things of
God, which is a great stay unto those
who possess it. It is a great comfort
to a person in the midst of trials and
of afflictions, who has a desire to look
unto God or some being who is superior
to us, to read the life and the experi-
ence of others who may have been simi-
larly situated in other ages, and to know
from the record that has come down how
they felt and acted, and the deliverances
they received through the power of God.
In like manner it is a great blessing
and a comfort to those who are strug-
gling in the midst of the darkness, er-
ror, and confusion which prevail upon
the earth, whose souls go out after God,
who desire to know concerning Him,

to comprehend the plan of salvation,
to have some understanding concerning
the objects of their creation; and while
in this life to have the experience of oth-
ers who have preceded them, and also
to read that which they knew concerning
God.

In this respect the chapter which I
have read from this book is of priceless
worth; its value cannot be estimated by
anything that is known among men upon
which value is fixed. If we did not have
this book, and it could be given to us
with the testimony that we now have
as to its authenticity and its divine ori-
gin, I suppose there are hundreds to-
day in this Tabernacle who, if they could
not get it in any other way, would be
willing to give all that they have in the
world to possess a copy of it. The fact
that we have it, the fact that we have
always had it, the fact that our forefa-
thers always had it, at least so far as
we know, has made us to a certain ex-
tent careless about it. We do not value
it as we might do if our attention had
been newly awakened to its existence.
But in the Latter-day Saints it should al-
ways be a precious treasure. Beyond any
people now upon the face of the earth,
they should value it, for the reason
that from its pages, from the doctrines



