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of all the people upon the face of the
earth, have had more peace in their
hearts, have had more peace in their
habitations, have had more confidence
and less apprehension concerning the fu-
ture than any other people to be found
upon the face of this wide globe, go
where you will to find them. And why
is this? "Oh," says one, "it is your fa-
naticism; you are an enthusiastic, fa-
natical race of people. Your leaders are
shrewd men, and the rest of the people
are the dupes of your imposture; you ex-
ercise an influence over them, you blind
their minds and they are led by you
because you are shrewder than they."
This is the common expression of opin-
ion respecting us. It shows how igno-
rant mankind are concerning this work.
There is not a faithful man, there is not
a faithful woman, who crossed the Mis-
sissippi River when driven from Illinois,
but felt and knew that it was right for us
to go into the wilderness and to carve out
a new home, far away from those people
who called themselves Christians, but
who belied their profession—who did not
feel this as much as President Young did,
or any of the Twelve Apostles. Even
the children themselves had the spirit
of it. The whole people crossed that
river and started out into the then Terri-
tory of Iowa, with entire confidence that
God would lead them to a good place;
they started with far more confidence
than the children of Israel did under
the leadership of Moses. And from that
day to the present the people have had
this spirit. Not a settlement has been
formed throughout these mountain re-
gions without the people themselves who
founded it, being fully imbued with the
feeling that they were called of God to
come to this land, and it needed no con-
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straint from President Young or any
other man to influence them to do so.
They were ready to act for themselves.
Every man and woman who enters
into this Church has the right to know
whether this doctrine be of God or not.
I would not give a fig, if we numbered
millions, if the people did not know for
themselves that this was the work of
God. I would rather have the six persons
who formed the nucleus of the Church
on the 6th of April, 1830, if those six
knew for themselves that this was the
work of God; I would feel we were a
greater strength in the earth than six
millions who had not this knowledge.
And so I say concerning this people to-
day throughout these valleys; if they
only know for themselves that this is the
work of God; if they have received this
knowledge by the revelations of God for
themselves individually, then they be-
come a power in the earth, they are a
living force. Murder may be resorted to
for the purpose of destroying them, but
as long as one remains there is a power
through which God can work and bring
to pass that which He has said shall
be accomplished. The killing of Joseph
Smith did not destroy this work, that
was tried; it is not the Kkilling of those
who were associated with him that will
do it. The past expulsions of the peo-
ple did not injure or destroy the work,
neither would any such attempts, if per-
mitted, do so in the future. It is a
living entity, and it is composed of liv-
ing entities, men and women who know
for themselves that this is the work of
God, not depending upon Joseph Smith,
not depending upon Brigham Young, not
depending upon John Taylor, not de-
pending upon Orson Pratt, or any other
man tabernacled in the flesh, for their



