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The remarks which have been made
by Brother Orson Pratt have no doubt
been listened to with great attention and
with a feeling of delight by those who
have heard them. It is indeed a very
great pleasure to have him in our midst
once more, and especially to listen to the
sound of his voice—to hear the testimony
that he still bears to the work of God.
It is probable that today Brother Orson
Pratt is the oldest living member of the
Church, and certainly there is no man
in the Church who has labored longer
and more diligently and with a greater
spirit of self-sacrifice in proclaiming its
principles, in defending it, and in ad-
vocating the cause of God in the midst
of the earth. And no doubt, as he has
said, the fervent prayers of the Latter-
day Saints have been offered up with-
out ceasing throughout all our valleys,
and in all our settlements, and in ev-
ery dwelling place, unto God the Eter-
nal Father in his behalf, that his life
might be spared, that his health might
be again restored to him, that he might
have the privilege of proclaiming the
word of the Lord unto the people. I trust
that these prayers will still be offered
up, that faith will be exercised in his
behalf, that the desire of his heart may
be granted unto him; for I know that

faith will be exercised in his behalf, that
the desire of his heart may be granted
unto him; for I know that there is no de-
sire so strong in his breast as that which
he has expressed—the desire to proclaim
the truth, and to win souls unto Christ,
and to help establish that Zion of which
God has laid the foundation. It is in-
deed encouraging to listen to the voice of
a man who has had his experience, and
to witness the unflinching zeal that he
still possesses for the work of the Lord.
I felt as though I did not want to say
one word—if I could have answered my
own feelings—after he had concluded. I
would much rather have left his remarks
to be pondered upon by the people, than
to have said one word myself. But as
there is time remaining, and we have
come together for the purpose of partak-
ing of the sacrament and worshipping
our God, it is not improper that that time
should be occupied.

Brother Pratt has alluded, in brief
terms, to the revelations which God gave
unto his servant Joseph Smith, through
the Book of Mormon, or through the
plates upon which that record was found.
Today there is probably no greater stum-
bling block in the way of the people re-
garding this latter-day work than this
record. Everything has been done that


