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men's minds, to deceive them, to throw
dust in their eyes by maligning the ser-
vants of God and the people of God. He
did it with the Savior. Why was it that
all Judea did not believe in the Savior, a
holy being whose life was spotless, per-
forming mighty miracles in the midst of
the people? Could they not all have em-
braced the Gospel? Was it God's design
that they should not embrace it? No.
God gives unto us our agency, and we
do not ourselves realize how great this
is. There is no limit to our agency. The
power to choose good, the power to refuse
evil, the powers to choose evil and refuse
good is given to every human being. We
can, if we choose, accept God; we can, if
we choose, reject God. There is no com-
pulsion about Him, about His Gospel, or
about the plan of salvation. If you and I
are saved, we will be saved because we
have been obedient, and we have exer-
cised the power that God has given unto
us. There is no limit to this. We can
seek unto Him in humility in the name
of Jesus, and continue faithful to the
end; we can walk humbly and uprightly
with all the ability of which we are ca-
pable, observing virtue, chastity, honesty
and truthfulness, or we can on the other
hand turn to evil, we can reject every-
thing that is good, we can be untruthful,
we can be unvirtuous, we can be dishon-
est, we can practice iniquity. As the Lord
said to Cain, "If thou doest not well, sin
lieth at the door." If he would do right,
he would be accepted. The agency was
within him; God had given it to him, and
he would not take it from him. We should
cease to be the beings he designs us to
be if we did. We are not automatons to
be moved by some master hand or pulled
with a string. God will control our ac-
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tions, but he will not dictate to us and
compel us. He overrules all things for his
glory and for the accomplishment of his
purposes. Your acts and mine, and the
acts of all the inhabitants of the earth
are subject to God, who is the overruling
providence over all, and he controls all
to suit his divine purposes through his
superior knowledge and supreme power.
But if you get to heaven, as I have said,
if you sing the songs of the redeemed,
you will do it, because you yourselves
have chosen that path and have deter-
mined, by his aid, to walk therein all
your days; if any are ever numbered
with the damned, if any, ever go into
outer darkness and endure the misery of
those who have rejected the truth and vi-
olated those laws which God has given,
violated, in other words, the light that
was within them, and which comes from
God—if any be there it will be because
they have chosen to walk in the path
that leads in that direction, and Jesus
came not to save them unless they seek
to save themselves; it would be contrary
to the plan of salvation if he were to do
so. There is divine wisdom, therefore, in
our seeing as little of the divine presence
as we do; it is a test of our faith, and
yet those who follow the right course re-
ceive the light that is necessary. I can
testify of this to you this day in all solem-
nity before the Lord. I know that God is
a God of revelation. I know it for my-
self. T know that he is a God that hears
and answers prayer. I know that he is a
God that heals the sick when he is ap-
proached in faith and that the mighty
works that were done in ancient days he
is as willing that they should be done
today if his people will exercise faith.
He has not gone to sleep like old Baal
did. You remember Elijah and the Pro-



