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There are a few of us still living in the
flesh and able to mingle with the peo-
ple, but our orbit or circuit has become
so extended that we are a little like the
courts—it takes us a long time to get
around to visit the people.

You have had excellent counsel this
morning from our brethren. They have
taught us a portion of the Gospel of Je-
sus Christ, which we should treasure up.
We occupy a different position from any
other generation; there has never been
a generation since God made the world
that has been called upon to perform the
work that the Latter-day Saints have.
Reference has been made to the city of
Enoch. Enoch stayed as long as he could
in this world; and through his labors a
people were sanctified who, with him-
self and their city were taken away from
the earth because of their righteous-
ness. The people of God in no generation
have been able to dwell upon the earth
only so long as they were able to fin-
ish their mission; the wicked living con-
temporaneously with them have warred
against them and have conquered and
overcome them in a great measure, un-
til many have had to seal their testi-
mony with their blood. It is our lot to
live in the great and last dispensation
that God has given unto man, the dis-

pensation in which a people is to be pre-
pared to build up the kingdom of God on
the earth, which is to be thrown down
or overcome no more forever. God has
called a class of men and women who,
with the exception of a few, have been
permitted to live out their days and die
a natural death. It is true that Joseph
Smith, who laid the foundation of this
work, and others, have had to seal their
testimony with their blood; and if I were
to tell what I think about it, I would say
it was ordained of God that our Prophet
and head should be sacrificed in the
manner that he was, as much as it was
ordained of God that Jesus Christ should
be sacrificed in the way that he was; and
that for two purposes—in order that his
testimony might remain in force upon all
the world from the hour of his death, to
rise up and condemn this generation who
reject the Gospel of salvation. With the
exception of a few, it has been designed,
I believe, that the Prophets and Apos-
tles of this dispensation should not have
to seal their testimony with their blood,
but that they should live until they fin-
ish their missions on the earth, bearing
their testimony to the truth of the work,
and building up the kingdom of God; and
then they will gather up their feet and
sleep with the fathers, surrounded by


