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I wish that our legislators would not
make such laws; I wish they would ad-
here strictly to the Constitution, and to
the spirit and genius of our institutions,
and not depart from them. For while we
are desirous of obeying all of the laws of
our country, we cannot violate the law
of God. We say, O Lord, teach me thy
will and help me to do it. The law ex-
pects that one man shall not infringe on
the rights of another. That is right; all
would agree to that. It expects us to con-
tribute our proper proportion to main-
tain the existence and responsibilities of
the government, both in times of internal
trouble and outward aggression. That
is proper and we do not wish to have
any other feelings than that. They make
laws that men should be honest; that is
all right. If a man steal, he should be de-
livered over to the laws of the land. That
is part of our religion as well as part of
our politics. Our governors sometimes
act foolishly, but we cannot help that.
The office they hold is a part of our in-
stitutions, and because they act illiber-
ally and dishonestly toward us, shall we
condescend to berate them? No; it would
be bad enough to tell the truth about
some of them without resorting to false-
hood. We will respect every man in his
position, whether he respects himself or
not, and respect all laws and all proper
authority everywhere. What, would you
pray for the Government of the United
States? Yes, certainly; and when it shall
depart from correct principles and vio-
late the laws of God, and incur his dis-
pleasure, I shall feel very sorry for it.
Before our late war broke out I knew it,
for God had revealed it to me; and when
it did come, the trouble and distress
that would overtake the people I knew
of, and my heart wept over them be-

cause of it. But it had to come, and no
man could prevent it. When wrong is
committed, or an unwise course is taken,
it bears with it its own punishment. And
as far as we are concerned, so long as we
keep the commandments and are true to
the trust that God has reposed in us, we
need not fear the consequences, for he
has said, it is his business to take care
of his Saints. It is our duty to cultivate
and cherish the spirit of the Lord. And
what is the fruit of that Spirit? In former
days it was—"love, joy, peace, longsuffer-
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meek-
ness, temperance." What is the fruit of
the spirit of evil? Envy, malice, hatred,
evil-speaking, lying and slandering one
another and towards other people. This
was the fruit of evil anciently; it is so
today. Principles that were good eigh-
teen hundred years ago are good today.
And if men, by taking a wrong course,
act imprudently and seek to injure us,
shall we seek to injure them? No, we will
try to do them all the good we can. "But
that is not natural." But then we ought
to be changed from nature to grace. Je-
sus stated, "Ye have heard that it hath
been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor,
and hate thine enemy. But I say unto
you, Love your enemies, bless them that
curse you, do good to them that hate
you, and pray for them which despite-
fully use you, and persecute you," etc.
When you have done all that and met all
the requirements of the law, what more
can be asked of you? Nothing. Some
say we violate their laws. What law?
The law that was introduced to make
us violate the revelations of heaven; but
though men seek to trammel us, yet in
the name of God we will perform all
our religious duties and responsibilities,


