208

the earth they observed the law of
tithing. And I believe, as President Tay-
lor has stated, that it is our duty to pay
our tithes and offerings before the Lord.
It is a commandment of the Lord that we
should do this, and I do not feel myself
called upon as a member of this Church
and kingdom to require the President of
this Church to attempt to change this
order, or attempt to find fault with him
because he does not permit young men
who curse and swear, who do not pay
their tithing, etc., to enter the Lord's
house and there have sealed upon their
heads the highest blessings that were
ever given to Patriarchs and Prophets,
who have sealed their testimony with
their blood. He has told the Bishops and
Presidents of Stakes not to give recom-
mends to young men or old men, or any-
body else, who do not obey the laws of
God in this respect, and I feel to back
him up in this matter, for I know he
will be justified before the Lord. If we
attempt to please the world on the one
hand and serve the Lord on the other, we
will fall.

I feel to say to my brethren who have
received the holy priesthood: We occupy
a position in the world which is of great
importance to us. We have received the
teachings of heaven; in fact, I believe
there never was a people since God made
the world, who received more teachings
than the Latter-day Saints, for the last
fifty years. The world has rejected the
light of truth, and the fulness of the Gen-
tiles will come in. But it is our duty
to preach the Gospel to them, until the
Lord says, "It is enough.”" We must round
up our shoulders, and bear off this king-
dom.

The Lord compared the kingdom
of heaven to ten virgins; five were
wise and five were foolish; five had
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oil in their lamps and five had not. Now
the question is, how can we keep oil in
our lamps? By keeping the command-
ments of God, remembering our prayers,
do as we are told by the revelations of
Jesus Christ, and otherwise assisting in
building up Zion. When we are labor-
ing for the kingdom of God, we will have
oil in our lamps, our light will shine and
we will feel the testimony of the spirit
of God. On the other hand, if we set
our hearts upon the things of the world
and seek for the honors of men, we shall
walk in the dark and not in the light.
If we do not value our priesthood, and
the work of this priesthood, the building
up of the kingdom of God, the rearing
of temples, the redeeming of our dead,
and the carrying out of the great work
unto which we have been ordained by the
God of Israel—if we do not feel that these
things are more valuable to us than the
things of the world, we will have no oil in
our lamps, no light, and we shall fail to
be present at the marriage supper of the
Lamb.

I have felt for a good while that we re-
quired stirring up with regard to the law
of tithing, and other things. The ques-
tion is here: If this is the work of God,
and the Lord has given us command-
ments, will we be blessed in obeying
these commandments? The Lord holds
our destiny in his hands. The earth, the
riches of the earth, the crops, the herds,
or flocks, our food and raiment are all the
gifts of God to us.

Of course, we are required to prac-
tice what we preach. I believe in
that doctrine. Now, I know for
myself, that the presidency of this
Church pay their tithing. As chair-
man of the Auditing Committee, I
know what their tithing is. The



