THE RESPONSIBILITY TO PREACH THE GOSPEL, ETC.

itants of the earth. Wherefore, fear and
tremble, O ye people, for what I the
Lord have decreed in them shall be ful-
filled. * * Wherefore, I the Lord, know-
ing the calamity which should come upon
the inhabitants of the earth, called upon
my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., and
spake unto him from heaven, and gave
him commandments; And also gave com-
mandments to others, that they should
proclaim these things unto the world;
and all this that it might be fulfilled,
which was written by the prophets."
Again, the Lord has said, "Behold, now
it is called today until the coming of the
Son of Man, and verily it is a day of sac-
rifice, and a day for the tithing of my
people; for he that is tithed shall not be
burned at his coming. * * and I will
not spare any that remain in Babylon.
Wherefore, if ye believe me, ye will labor
while it is called today." This is the word
of the Lord to the Elders of Israel. And
I say the same to the Latter-day Saints.
It is no light thing for any people in any
age of the world to have a dispensation
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ committed
into their hands, and when a dispensa-
tion has been given, those receiving it
are held responsible before high heaven
for the use they make of it.

I feel to back up the testimony given
to us this forenoon by President Tay-
lor. T have had the same feelings rest-
ing upon me for the last years of my
life. I realize that our condition, our po-
sition, the responsibility we hold, the re-
lationship we sustain to God, and the
relationship we sustain to this great
and last dispensation—I feel that many
of us as Latter-day Saints, hold too
lightly these important trusts commit-
ted to our charge. The angel of God,
as declared to St. John, the Revelator,
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while upon the Isle of Patmos, had come
forth in the last days, flying through the
midst of heaven, having the everlasting
gospel to preach to them that dwell upon
the earth, and to every nation, kindred,
tongue and people, Saying with a loud
voice, Fear God, and give glory to him,;
for the hour of his judgment is come.
This Gospel was committed to Joseph
Smith, and connected with this Gospel
was the proclamation, "Fear God, and
give glory to him; for the hour of his judg-
ment is come." This was the position in
which Joseph Smith was placed when he
was in the flesh; it was the position of
those that were connected with him, his
brother Hyrum, and others of his father's
house, as well as the Twelve Apostles,
the Seventies, and those early Elders
of Israel who were called to make the
proclamation of this Gospel to the world.
They were sustained by the power of
God. They were called and commanded
to go forth into the world and preach
this Gospel to the inhabitants of the
earth, without purse or scrip. This is the
manner we traveled in early days. The
early Elders of the Church were called
to pass through a great deal. Joseph
Smith himself, from the hour that he
received the records from the hand of
Moroni, and commenced to proclaim the
restoration of the Gospel, to the day
of his death, had to suffer tribulation.
The whole world arose against him—
priest and people. What was the mat-
ter? Simply that Joseph Smith was like
other prophets and apostles. He brought
forth a dispensation of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, which came in contact
with the traditions of the people—
traditions which have been handed down
from generation to generation. He
was the first man since the day the



