THE PRIESTHOOD, ITS ORGANIZATION, ETC.

which will be found in the Book of Doc-
trine and Covenants, page 383, section
107.

"Verse 1. There are, in the
church, two priesthoods, namely, the
Melchizedek and Aaronic, including the
Levitical Priesthood.

"2. Why the first is called the
Melchizedek Priesthood 1is because
Melchizedek was such a great high
priest.

"3. Before his day it was called the
Holy Priesthood, after the Order of the
Son of God.

"4. But out of respect or reverence to
the name of the Supreme Being, to avoid
the too frequent repetition of his name,
they, the church, in ancient days, called
that priesthood after Melchizedek, or the
Melchizedek Priesthood.

"5. All other authorities or offices in
the church are appendages to this priest-
hood.

"6. But there are two divisions or
grand heads—one is the Melchizedek
Priesthood, and the other is the Aaronic
or Levitical Priesthood.

"7. The office of an elder comes under
the priesthood of Melchizedek.

"8. The Melchizedek Priesthood holds
the right of presidency, and has power
and authority over all the offices in the
church in all ages of the world, to admin-
ister in spiritual things."

Now here is a principle developed
that I wish to call your attention to, and
that is, that it is the especial prerogative
of the Melchizedek Priesthood, and has
been "in all ages of the world, to admin-
ister in spiritual things," and to have the
right of presidency in those things.

But then, here is another distinction
that I wish to call your attention to, at
the same time, which is found in the next
verse:

"9. The Presidency of the High
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Priesthood, after the order of
Melchizedek, have a right to officiate in
all the offices in the church"—spiritual
or temporal.

But there is a difference between
the general authority of the Melchizedek
Priesthood and the one that is desig-
nated, which presides over them all: and
that which presides over the whole has
the right to administer in all things. The
Aaronic Priesthood is an appendage unto
the Melchizedek Priesthood, and is un-
der its direction

I mention these things that you Bish-
ops, and you Seventies, and you High
Priests, and you Elders, and you High
Councilors, and you Presidents of Stakes
and Councilors, may comprehend the po-
sition of things, as here indicated; and,
as was said formerly, I think it was by
Paul, "that you may be able to rightly
divide the word of truth, and give to
every man his portion in due season."
These principles are written here, and
are very plain, if they are understood,
but if not understood, then they are mys-
terious, and it is required of us to make
ourselves acquainted with the principles
inculcated and herein developed. The
things which I have mentioned are plain
to the minds of all intelligent Latter-day
Saints, who have studied the Doctrine
and Covenants on these points.

"Verse 10. High priests after the or-
der of the Melchizedek Priesthood have
a right to officiate in their own stand-
ing, under the direction of the presi-
dency, in administering spiritual things,
and also in the office of an elder, priest
(of the Levitical order), teacher, deacon,
and member."

That is the reason why, as soon
as they possess this Priesthood and
right, if they are appointed to any
particular office in the Church, they



