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selves, believing that God helps them the
most who help themselves. But some
say—"You will have to give up what is
demanded of you; you will have to abol-
ish your institutions and become like
unto us." This is what the world say.
Then I say God forbid that we shall be-
come in some respects like the world or
their institutions. We do not want to
become like that, and no people have
a right to coerce us into that condition,
notwithstanding that there is a jour-
nal published in this city—and we have
preserved the record of it, published to
the world—advocating what? Purity, in-
struction and intelligence to be dissemi-
nated among the Latter-day Saints, that
their delusion might be dispelled, and
that they might be brought out of the
thralldom in which they are supposed to
be involved? No. What are the measures
advocated? The establishment, encour-
agement and sustenance in the midst of
the Latter-day Saints of gambling dens,
houses of ill fame, drinking saloons, and
all those institutions which are damn-
ing in their character, and which drag
poor humanity down to the very depths
of degradation! Surely the words of the
Prophet are coming to pass when he
said that in the last days the corrupt in
heart would say, "Let us go up to Zion
that her sons and daughters may be de-
filed." And I now say, that leave it to
the sentiment of the Latter-day Saints,
leave it to the prevailing feeling in the
midst of this people, and there would
not exist in the Territory of Utah to-
day, an institution of the kind which I
have named. I have seen the day when
houses of ill fame were not suffered to ex-
ist within the confines of this Territory.
But those officials who are sent forth to
us by this mighty government have in

many instances encouraged these evils
instead of sustaining the noble senti-
ment of the people. They have ignored
and set aside local laws enacted for the
suppression of these iniquities. I say,
out on such characters as these, whether
they be judges, whether they be gover-
nors, whatever position they hold, as far
as I am individually concerned. I have
no hesitation in saying that I have not
the slightest atom of respect for such
individuals. These are the men who
would bring into this community the
worst species of despotism that could ex-
ist among any people, that is, to force
into and encourage in the midst of a
community those elements which are de-
grading and corrupt. They have not the
welfare of the people at heart, and I
utterly and totally, as an individual—
I am not speaking for others, but for
myself—I despise them from the bottom
of my heart and all such characters. But
all those men who sustain righteousness
and uphold purity and equal rights, I say
that I feel in my heart to bless them and
to sustain them, and to respect them as
every man who takes a course of that
kind should be respected.

"But will you not forego your insti-
tutions because of the amount of pres-
sure which may be brought against you."
I say so far as I am concerned that I
have no concessions to make. I do not
want to be understood as talking for oth-
ers; but I say we claim that God has re-
vealed this system, and the only conces-
sions which can be made so far as our
principles are concerned must be made
by their Author, otherwise they are null
and void. So far as religious liberty is
concerned, we claim the same as other
people, and, in the language of the cel-
ebrated orator who figured in the early
history of this country—Patrick Henry


