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anymore necessary for one of those
hirelings who preach for money and di-
vine for wages and not for the good of the
souls of men, to go on to the stand armed
and equipped for defense, anymore than
it is for me to do the same thing at this
moment, in this building.

But my brethren, sisters and friends,
that is the way false reports are started
regarding this people. And what is the
reason? One reason is, I presume, be-
cause of our success.

I told you that the measures adopted
by this Church are done by common
consent, as anyone knows who has at-
tended one of our General Conferences
when this huge building is filled in ev-
ery part with the Latter-day Saints from
the various places that we have located
in this Rocky Mountain region, when
we come together to worship God ac-
cording to the dictates of our own con-
science and according to that which we
have accepted as true. When we come to-
gether for that purpose our missionaries
are called. They are not reared in col-
leges for the purpose. We claim to have
in our midst the same Priesthood and
authority which existed in the ancient
Church, and the same power character-
izes the administrations of that Priest-
hood. Men are called from the plow, they
are called from the carpenter's bench,
from the shoemaker's bench, from the
office of the accountant, from the mer-
chant's store, and from any of the other
vocations of life by the authorities of
the Church, and when the selections are
made their names are called out in this
conference that the voice of the people
may be given by which to endorse the se-
lections which are thus made. The peo-
ple are requested to manifest whether
the selections meet with their wishes or

no, a show of hands is called, a forest of
them goes up, and these men, if they be
filled with the faith of this Gospel, are
ready to go to the ends of the earth at
such a summons, and perform their God-
given duty in fulfillment of the words of
the Lord and Savior when He said, re-
ferring to it as one of the signs of the
last days, "And this gospel of the king-
dom shall be preached in all the world
for a witness; and then shall the end
come." They lay aside their business in-
terests and go forth without remunera-
tion and perform this labor. Their efforts
are blessed, for they are generally suc-
cessful, and they return after as many
years as may be assigned them to labor
in the nations of the earth in preaching
this Gospel; they come back with their
sheaves with joy and rejoicing, to reunite
themselves again with the main body of
this Church.

There is a statement in the Scrip-
tures something like the following: "To
the pure all things are pure." Now there
are many who attribute the existence
of our marital institutions to a desire
on the part of the men who form this
Church to minister to the lower instincts
and passions of their natures. I do not
say that in every instance the Church is
free from this kind of crime, for crime
I consider it is; but I say that when
such is the case, when a man enters
into this holy bond, whether it be in
taking more wives than one, merely for
the gratification of his passions he in-
fringes upon a law of God, of nature
and of this Church, for this Church de-
cides that its members shall be pure in
every respect; therefore those who are
governed by impure instincts, feelings
and sentiments are departing from the
genius, the spirit, and the true prac-
tice of this Church, whoever they may
be. But this is not the purpose. There


