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THE OBJECT OF ASSEMBLING TOGETHER—THE
SACRAMENT, ETC.

DISCOURSE BY ELDER WILFORD WOODRUFF, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE, SALT
LAKE CITY, SUNDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 12, 1881.

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

We have assembled ourselves as
Latter-day Saints for the purpose of wor-
shipping God, of listening to instruc-
tions, and administering one of the ordi-
nances of the house of God—the sacra-
ment. I look upon the sacrament as an
ordinance of great importance to us; in
fact, from the days of Adam down to the
days of Jesus Christ, there were sacri-
fices offered; not only by Adam but by
his posterity, by Moses and the house
of Israel, and all the generations of peo-
ple who were led by the Lord—sacrifices
were offered as a type of the great sacri-
fice to be made by the Messiah. They of-
fered the blood of bulls, rams and doves
as a type of the great and last sacri-
fice and death of the Messiah, whose
blood was shed for the redemption of the
world. Prior to the death of the Sav-
ior, the sacrament of the Lord's Supper
was administered to His disciples, and
they were informed that they were to
partake of the bread as an emblem of
the broken body of the Lord, and of the
wine—or whatever is made use of as a
substitute—in token of the shed blood of
the Lord Jesus Christ.

I feel disposed here to make
a remark and say, that if I were
the emperor of the world and had
control of every human being that

breathes the breath of life on earth, I
would give to every man, woman and
child the right to worship God accord-
ing to the dictates of their own con-
science, and when I say this I speak the
sentiments of Joseph Smith, Brigham
Young, the Presidency of this Church,
the Twelve Apostles, and all the Elders
of Israel. This is the sentiment of all
the Latter-day Saints. What! Would
you grant the Methodists this privilege?
Certainly. And the Baptists? Yes, cer-
tainly. And the Catholics, the Shak-
ers, the Quakers? Yes, and everybody
else under heaven. I would grant to
all people the right to enjoy their reli-
gion without molestation. I would even
extend this privilege to the Latter-day
Saints; I would give them the privilege
of believing in the Bible and the or-
ganization of the Church according to
the ancient pattern with Apostles and
Prophets, Christ Jesus being the chief
corner stone. Why would you do this?
I would do it because God himself does
it. The God of heaven grants to all his
children, every sect and party of what-
ever name and denomination under the
whole heavens, their agency and the
right to worship God according to the dic-
tates of their own conscience. The Lord



