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people, "What shall we do?" Peter said
unto them, "Repent, and be baptized ev-
ery one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost."
First, the birth of the water, then the
birth of the Holy Ghost. This was the
example of Christ, and this was how the
Apostles taught it.

If you follow the Apostles in all their
travels and teachings—so far as the his-
tory is given to us in the book called the
Acts of the Apostles, and so far as laid
down in the epistles which they wrote to
the churches—you will find that this was
the preparatory Gospel, the Gospel of the
kingdom. First, "Believe on the Lord Je-
sus Christ." What shall we do when we
do believe? "Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost."
And you will find further that after the
people were baptized, the Apostles laid
their hands upon them, and by the ad-
ministration of that ordinance the Holy
Ghost came upon them. And this was
uniform. It was not one Gospel in one
country and another in another; it was
the same Gospel for all. Neither were
there a number of baptisms for different
people in different parts, but one Lord,
one faith, one baptism; not "pouring" in
one part of the world and "sprinkling"
in another, and the "sign of the cross"
for another. No, it was one baptism, be-
ing buried in water after the likeness of
Christ's death, and being raised up out
of the water in the likeness of His resur-
rection; brought forth from the womb of
the water into the element of air in the
likeness of the natural birth, all done in
the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost, by men holding

divine authority. No man had a right
to administer these ordinances as he
pleased or according to some fancy
within his own mind. A man must be
appointed to the ministry by the voice
of God through the living oracles, or his
ministrations are void and of non-effect.
When people were baptized in this way
they were prepared to receive the birth of
the spirit, and when the Apostles' hands
were laid upon them they received the
Holy Ghost, they were born of the spirit,
and the effects were as I remarked at the
beginning, no matter what they previ-
ously believed or disbelieved, they were
all brought to the unity of the faith. They
believed alike, they had similar impres-
sions, the same spirit rested upon them,
they were brethren and sisters, they
were no longer divided in feeling, but all
were inspired by the same influence, and
desired to labor for the same object and
purpose. We find also that this spirit
developed certain gifts among the peo-
ple, some that were internal, not percep-
tible to the natural eye, except as they
influenced the acts of men; while oth-
ers were external. For instance, we read
that the fruits of the spirit are these:
"Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle-
ness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temper-
ance, brotherly love and charity;" these
were the effects of the Holy Ghost in the
human heart in former times. Now, if the
same spirit rests upon the people today,
it will bring forth the same fruits. "Every
tree is known by its fruit." There were
other gifts given by this spirit, which we
read of in the First Epistle of Paul to the
Corinthians and 12th Chapter. He says,
"To one is given by the Spirit the word of
wisdom; to another the word of knowl-
edge by the same Spirit; To another
faith by the same Spirit; to another the


