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condition, where we came from, why we
are here, and where we are going to. Any
man may know through that revelation
what his part and condition will be. For
all men know what laws they keep, and
the laws which men keep here will deter-
mine their position hereafter; they will
be preserved by those laws and receive
the blessings which belong to them.

I say again, the Latter-day Saints
have every encouragement; their path-
way is plain and inviting before them.
And the nearer we adhere to the com-
mandments of God, the more confident
we shall become that God is our friend
and that He is watching over us, and
that his Son Jesus is our advocate, with
the Father, that he is in the midst of this
people, and that he will contend for the
rights of his Saints, and will ward off
every weapon which is formed against
Zion. So far at least we have been sus-
tained; the arm of Jehovah has been
made bare in our behalf ever since we
have been in these valleys, and all Is-
rael whose eyes are open to see, and
whose minds can comprehend the deal-
ings of God with his people, know it.
We have been sustained by the power of
God from the beginning to this day, and
nothing short of the power of God could
have saved us and brought us through;
and nothing but the power of God can
preserve us, and nothing but his wis-
dom can pilot us safe to the high des-
tiny which awaits us. Perhaps I may
be permitted to say, we met with a
good deal of persecution and oppression
and suffering before we came to these
valleys, and still the hand of oppres-
sion is stretched out against us, and
the public mind everywhere within the
pale of Christendom is more or less set
on our destruction, and that because a

certain Biblical principle—the patriar-
chal order of marriage is practiced by
us. When Earl Rosborough was visiting
this city, he inquired of President Taylor
what excuse the State of Missouri had in
driving ten thousand of this people be-
yond their borders into the State of Illi-
nois; and what excuse the people of this
nation had who took part in, and those
who countenanced the persecution which
we have endured, for persecuting us be-
fore the principle of patriarchal marriage
was practiced by the Latter-day Saints.
President Taylor replied, it was because
we believed in revelation, because we
believed in Prophets and Apostles, and
because we believed in the ancient, the
apostolic, the everlasting Gospel, with
all its gifts and blessings. Then, said
Earl Rosborough, "it would make no dif-
ference, as far as your being at vari-
ance with the Christian world is con-
cerned, whether you practice plural mar-
riage or not, unless you renounce all
other principles you hold to that caused
your persecution heretofore; you would
be persecuted still." I say the same to-
day. The nation cares no more about our
practicing the order of plural marriage
than any other principle of the Gospel;
it would make no difference with us to-
day. Were we to compromise this prin-
ciple by saying, we will renounce it, we
would then have to renounce our belief
in revelation from God, and our belief
in the necessity of Prophets and Apos-
tles, and the principle of the gathering,
and then to do away with the idea and
practice of building Temples in which
to administer ordinances for the exalta-
tion of the living and the redemption of
the dead; and at last we would have to
renounce our Church organization, and
mix up and mingle with the world, and


