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tained under it, than under any other
form of government. Every man and
woman who professes the faith of the
Latter-day Saints, must love it, because,
under it the development of the Kingdom
of God is possible; for believing as we do
that God inspired the founders of this
government to perform the work which
they accomplished; that He raised up
men for the express purpose of achieving
liberty upon this land, building up this
grand fabric of free government, we must
of necessity admire and have a deep at-
tachment to its principles. While the
people are pure, while they are upright,
while they are willing to observe law, the
best results must follow the establish-
ment and maintenance of a government
like this; but, on the other hand, if the
people become corrupt, if they give way
to passion, if they disregard law, if they
trample upon constitutional obligations,
then a republican form of government
like ours becomes the worst tyranny
upon the face of the earth. An autoc-
racy is a government of one man, and if
he be a tyrant, it is the tyranny of one
man; but the tyranny and the irresponsi-
bility of a mob is one of the most grievous
despotisms which can exist upon the face
of the earth. And it is from this which
we have suffered; it is this which caused
us to take our flight into the Rocky
Mountains; it is this which caused the
founding and peopling of Utah Territory.
When attacked, despoiled, and driven
by mobs, the Latter-day Saints appealed
to the authorities of the States where
they lived; but their appeals were in
vain, because the authorities were only
the creatures of the mobs from whose
cruel attacks we suffered, and whom
they dare not offend. Hence our ap-
peals were in vain. When we appealed

to courts, the courts dreaded the power
of public opinion, which was adverse to
dealing justly with us, and they dared
not do anything to favor us for fear of
offending the mob who persecuted us.
When appeals were made to legislators,
the same result followed; when gover-
nors were appealed to they were in the
same position; and when the case was
carried to the President of the United
States, he dared not face the issue, but
declared that Congress had no power to
deal with a sovereign State for its treat-
ment of the Latter-day Saints, though
they had been expelled from the State by
violence. And even when Joseph Smith
was barbarously murdered while under
the pledged honor of the State, there was
no redress; his murderers went scot-free,
one of them a senator of the State in
which he lived, and others well-known to
the general public. There was no disposi-
tion to punish those men, although they
were red-handed with the blood of inno-
cence, and although it was well known
that they were the men who perpetrated
that cruel deed.

We have suffered enough from this
spirit of violent lawlessness to feel pro-
foundly moved in our hearts at the
dreadful occurrence of yesterday. It
comes to us as it does not to any other
people, for we have suffered from this as
no other people have. The men whom
we loved better than we loved our lives,
for whom this people would have been
willing to lay down their lives, if by so
doing they could have saved them, were
stricken down by the hands of assassins,
while they were helpless like sheep in a
pen. They were slaughtered by a band
of ruffians, who knew that they had the
power if they could break into the build-
ing where the victims were confined,


