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accomplish these things—to build Tem-
ples. It is a great labor devolving upon
us. God sent the Gospel to you and
gathered you out from the nations of the
earth by His wonderful power; even by
bestowing the Holy Spirit in a miracu-
lous way upon you. Through its influ-
ence you knew the truth when the El-
der came to you, you knew the voice of
the shepherd, you knew it to be the voice
of glad tidings for which you had been
waiting, and you obeyed it gladly, and
have been gathered with the Saints of
God. It is your duty now to rise up, all
of you, and trace your genealogies, and
begin to exercise the powers which be-
long to saviors of men, and when you do
this in earnest, you will begin to com-
prehend how widespread, how numer-
ous your ancestors are for whom Tem-
ple work has to be performed, in order
that they may be brought into the fold;
and when you get stopped, the Lord will
reveal further information to you; and
in this way the work of salvation and
redemption will be accomplished, even
from Father Adam down to the last one;
or to speak more properly, down to the
Prophet Joseph, who was the first of this
dispensation. From Father Adam down
to him, all being linked together by the
sealing ordinances which God has re-
stored, and the powers of which will be
exercised in the Temples of God, all be-
ing united together as brethren and sis-
ters, for we are all begotten of God. We
are related to each other; we may not
have the same blood in our veins now,
but it will be found when we trace it
back, that we are of the same family;
hence it is that we love one another as
we do, at least, that is one reason for
it. It is true we have been scattered
among Gentile nations, and are called

Gentiles, but nevertheless we are of the
pure seed, having come through Gentile
lineage that we may be the means of sav-
ing them, and through our faithfulness
we shall stand at their head. This is the
blessing which rests upon us as descen-
dants of Abraham.

It is a great privilege we have to take
of our means and to put it in the Tem-
ples which we are building. It is a great
privilege in this great latter-day dispen-
sation which God has given us, a pecu-
liar privilege; but when we are digging
and delving and struggling with poverty
and get our minds filled with darkness
and unbelief, we forget it all and think
our lot is hard, and the Priesthood is
making hard requirements. When you
are asked to pay Tithing, it is said that
some want to know what is done with
the Tithing. If such folks were to come
into the council they would soon find
out; they would find at any rate that the
Apostles do not eat it nor consume it,
they would find that it is handled with
as much care as it is possible to han-
dle such things, and that they feel ac-
countable to God for the responsibility
which rests upon them. But when the
Saints get their minds engrossed with
the cares of the world, they forget the
blessings which God has bestowed upon
them, and what he designs to do with
them, and things which they ought not
to think about come up in their minds. I
look upon our condition as one of pecu-
liar blessedness. I think all of us should
be thankful that we are counted worthy
to be members of this Church. To be a
member of this Church is a great thing. I
am very thankful to have my name num-
bered with the Latter-day Saints, to be a
sharer in the blessings God has bestowed
and promised unto us. We have the


