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presses that desire in his or her prayer—
that we may be counted worthy to re-
ceive celestial glory and exaltation in the
presence of God and the Lamb. What
a great thing to ask! Do we take in,
as a people and as individuals, the full
purport of this request! When we talk
about celestial glory, we talk of the con-
dition of endless increase; if we obtain
celestial glory in the fullest sense of the
word, then we have wives and children
in eternity, we have the power of end-
less lives granted unto us, the power
of propagation that will endure through
all eternity, all being fathers and moth-
ers in eternity; fathers of fathers, and
mothers of mothers, kings and queens,
priests and priestesses, and shall I say
more? Yes, all becoming gods. For this
is the power of God; it is the power by
which God presides over the universe,
and fills the universe with power, and
which we pray unto Him to bestow upon
us. This being the case, do you think
that we are going to attain unto these
things without we show ourselves per-
fect before the Lord? Do you expect
that God will save you and me and ex-
alt us, and give unto us this inestimable,
this indescribable glory, if we are full of
sin, if we yield to temptation, and are
not tested and are not tried in all these
things? Do you imagine that God will
do all this for us; can you conceive of
such a result if we are imperfect and full
of frailty, and continue to yield to temp-
tation, and doing those things that are
contrary to the mind and will of God? I
cannot; I do not look upon God in that
light. I think that He is a perfect and
holy being, and that the words of Jesus
which he spoke unto his disciples are in-
tended for us: "Be ye therefore perfect,
even as your Father which is in heaven is
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perfect." We, as a people and as individ-
uals, should seek to attain to that perfec-
tion, to be as perfect in our sphere as God
our Eternal Father is in His; and we can-
not attain to that exaltation and glory
which He has promised unto us, unless
we are thus perfect.

I do not have any other view than
this of the character of the salvation and
exaltation that God has promised unto
us; and I therefore do not expect that
any man will ever enter into the ce-
lestial kingdom of our God, until he is
tested and proved in all things. Some
men think they can slip around—I have
heard such men talk—they think they
are going to get into the celestial king-
dom without obeying the law of celes-
tial marriage. I do not have any such
ideas about exaltation; and yet I am per-
fectly satisfied there are men who will be
counted worthy of that glory who never
had a wife; there are men probably in
this world now, who will receive exalta-
tion, who never had a wife at all, or prob-
ably had but one. But what is necessary
for such a case? It must be perfection
before God, and a proof of willingness
on their part, if they had the opportu-
nity. I will instance the case of a man
whom you perhaps know by reputation,
namely that of Elder Lorenzo D. Barnes.
He was a faithful man in the Church, a
man of zeal, a man of integrity, a man
who did all in his power to magnify his
holy Priesthood, and he died when upon
a foreign mission before he had one wife.
The Lord will judge that man, as he
will all others, according to his works
and the desires of his heart, because
had he lived, and had had the opportu-
nity, I am fully satisfied he would have
obeyed that law. I do not doubt that he
will receive exaltation in the presence of



