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inspiration of the Almighty, and the gift
of the Holy Ghost; therefore their teach-
ings do not bring people to a knowledge
of the truth.

I was very much impressed this
morning when I arose. It was cold, but
we were comfortably housed, in good
quarters; we had good beds to sleep on.
We were visitors here; and I could not
help contrasting the feelings we have for
one another, and the feelings which ex-
ist in the world. We are strangers to
each other in some respects; we are not
blood connections; in fact, there were but
very few of us who were not strangers to
each other, yet I certainly feel that I am
among my brethren and sisters.

I do not suppose there are any Latter-
day Saints in this house who would not
share what they had, if they possessed
but little, with the Elders who come in
their midst. And if they had a good, com-
fortable place, they would prefer giving it
to the brethren who visit them, than tak-
ing it themselves. There is that feeling of
love begotten in the hearts of the Latter-
day Saints that the world knows noth-
ing about. And yet we are selfish, and
have yet much to learn in this respect.
But that love which we have for each
other and for God and His cause, He has
begotten in our hearts. We are united
together through the love of the Gospel
and the love of truth. We are united to-
gether as no other people in the world
are. What is this done by—by preaching
moral sentiments? By fine discourses?
By dwelling upon thoughts which men
have framed and put together in their
private studies, by their own wisdom?
No. All the books in the world could not
have brought about such a condition of
things as we witness in our midst and
experience in our hearts. We might have

read all the books which have been writ-
ten by the learned of the world, if it
were possible to do so, and then taken
the Bible which is said to be the word
of God, and read that, and we might
have heard all of the wise men talk about
these things, and about the wisdom and
the sublimity of knowledge and the at-
tractiveness of truth, and everything of
this character, and what would it have
amounted to? We see what it all amounts
to in the world. They have texts, they
have knowledge, they have wisdom, they
have schools, they have colleges, they
have access to all human knowledge
there is, ancient and modern, and what
does it amount to? They are divided up,
they are split asunder, and are really ig-
norant concerning God. They are full of
differences concerning points of doctrine;
they contend over the smallest things,
and difficulties which are irreconcilable
are begotten in their minds. A man who
has the spirit of God given unto him
through obedience to the Gospel, and
who is ordained to minister in the things
of God, even if he can scarcely read, as
I have said, goes forth among the peo-
ple accompanied by the power of God,
and searches out the honest in heart.
He does not use flowery words, he does
not deliver great swelling discourses; but
he preaches the truth in simplicity, in
meekness, he tells people what to do
to be saved, and he has the authority
from the Lord to administer the ordi-
nances of salvation to the people; and
when they repent humbly before God,
and confess their sins, he baptizes them
for the remission of their sins, and lays
his hands upon their heads for the recep-
tion of the Holy Ghost; and they become
new creatures. A change takes place;
they become new creatures in Christ


