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prepare their discourses and arrange be-
fore hand what they say to the people.
We might tickle your ears, we might say
pleasing things to you, we might give ut-
terance to fine moral sentiments which
you would think very beautiful; but they
might not be what the people need. It re-
quires the inspiration of the Almighty to
take of the things of God to impart to the
people. Without that I know it is useless
for any Elder in this Church to attempt
to teach, and that if he taught his teach-
ings could not result in any possible good
to those who listened.

President Taylor, Brother Lyman and
myself were conversing yesterday upon
the subject which this bears reference
to, about the abundance of good things
there is in the world which are pleasing
to the inhabitants of the earth. I was
reminded myself on going upon one oc-
casion when upon a mission in England,
at the invitation and earnest persuasion
of some friends, to listen to a very elo-
quent man who was a Church of Eng-
land minister, who had a great reputa-
tion for eloquence and ability. I never
heard anything more beautiful than his
lecture; it was full of moral sentiment
and beautiful ideas, and was very in-
teresting indeed to listen to. And one
would have thought that a man with
such sentiments would be capable of
leading the people and teaching them
and making them much better than they
were. The world is full of such ideas
and sentiments. You read books which
are written by men who are not of this
Church, and you many times find in
them sentiments which you cannot help
but admire; they are charming and they
are true; you feel when you are read-
ing them, that there is a great deal of
truth in their doctrines, and then they

are set forth so convincingly. If you visit
their churches, doubtless, you will find
men who are able to deliver sentiments
of this character to the people. You take
such a man as Henry Ward Beecher; he
is noted for his eloquence and the good
sense which characterizes many of his
discourses. He is able to talk to the
people in a most sensible way about a
great many things. Such men you may
sit and listen to, and be really pleased
with many of their ideas. There are other
noted men, who are also able to deliver
moral truths in a charming manner; but
what does this amount to? Does it make
the world any better? To some extent
it does. But there is something that
all these men lack, and which the world
lacks, that is the Priesthood of the Son of
God and the power of God. There have
been Elders of this Church who could
not read, who have gone forth to preach;
but they had in them the power of God,
they had the inspiration of the Almighty,
they had the everlasting Priesthood, by
authority of which they were authorized
and empowered to declare unto the peo-
ple the principles of life and salvation.
These men, although ignorant and un-
learned, and not capable of teaching by
their own wisdom, have been the means
of bringing salvation to hundreds and
thousands of souls, and of bringing them
into the Church of Christ, and into a con-
dition where they could receive the Holy
Ghost.

This is the difference between this
Church and the churches of men.
It is not that they do not believe
in good moral sentiments, and are
not capable of teaching them; it is
not that they are ignorant, for they
have a great deal of what is called
worldly wisdom; but it is that they
are destitute of the power of God, the


