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to that region by the green fields, the
fine extensive meadows such as you have
here. The grass which we see upon
the surrounding hills, inviting the flocks
and herds to eat, and the flowing crystal
streams of pure water which make mu-
sic, sweet and enchanting to the ear, as
they wend their way through your val-
leys to the lake beyond, is in marked
contrast to the natural facilities of our
southern home. Why, if I were to tell
you half the truth, the most of you would
never want to go south to live; but we are
not in the habit of picturing the unpleas-
ant features of the country, but rather of
speaking the best we can about it, feel-
ing that we have need to do it. And there
are some who have had faith enough
and stamina enough in them to speak
well of the country, and nothing short of
faith and Mormon grit could do it; while
we were doing this we did not forget to
ask the blessing of God upon the land,
and I need hardly say that it has been
through His blessing that we have been
prospered and enabled to make beautiful
homes out of the once forbidding, sterile
wastes.

We were sent there to raise cotton
when our nation was thrown into anar-
chy through a civil war, and when it had
become a question with all Israel, "Shirts
or no shirts?" It was shirts we were af-
ter; we went to make cotton farms, and
it was anything else but an inviting cot-
ton region. As I have said, no exten-
sive fields made the eye glad, but every-
thing looked as though the whole coun-
try had been thrown together in an irreg-
ular broken manner. The water had to be
raised from the low channels in which it
flowed, in quicksand bottoms by means
of long and expensive canals, in order to
get it upon the bench lands. But now
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through the blessing of the Lord, and
hard knocks, we have a very fine city,
inhabited by a pretty good people. 1
will say, however, that the country is
not so very much changed from what
it was when we went there, excepting
in a few places where the people have
made inviting homes; but the homes
which have been made are the more pre-
cious because of the labor it has cost to
make them; and they are prized more
highly on that account than they other-
wise would be. You may ask me, if I am
beating up for volunteers for that coun-
try? No, not at all; and yet the southern
people would welcome most heartily any
of the brethren and sisters from Bear
Lake or any other section of the country
who may feel desirous of locating among
us, to share with us the rocks and sands
and the cactus and lizards. I say, we
shall welcome them most heartily; and
then while they would have to take their
share, and maybe more, of this natu-
ral product of our southern climate, they
would also share with those who labor
for their kindred and friends and their
own exaltation, in the Temple which our
Father has graciously and in His inde-
scribable providence located among us,
and permitted us to build, with the help
of the Saints generally throughout the
Territory. We feel that there is a wise
providence overruling this. It is in such
a country that the wicked have no de-
sire for what they see around. They have
passed through it, and as a general thing
are satisfied not to come back again,
there being nothing to induce them to do
so. And this being the case St. George
is a peaceful home of the Saints, and as
a rule a very good spirit prevails there.
Sometimes a little too much of the spirit
of wine because the grape is a staple arti-
cle among us, and foolish persons some-



