PARTAKING OF THE LORD'S SUPPER, ETC.

beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."
Christ set us an example that we should
follow in his steps. The man that bap-
tized Jesus Christ had a right to bap-
tize him, he had authority from God,
and if he had not that authority the
baptism would have been void, just like
the baptisms in the so-called Christian
world today. Any man pretending to be
an official who is not a bona fide offi-
cial, cannot perform a valid official act,
all his acts are void, and any man who
baptizes another—even if he uses the
form, the formula, all exactly right ac-
cording to the pattern—if he has not au-
thority from the Father, and the Son
and the Holy Ghost to baptize, the bap-
tism he performs is nothing but a bath.
Why should he use the name of the Fa-
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost? Does he not imply that he has
authority from the Trinity? And if he
has not authority from the Trinity, then
the baptism is without effect; it is as
though it never was. Christ was bap-
tized by John, a man called of God, a
Prophet of God, a man holding author-
ity to baptize. Jesus Christ also received
his authority from God. We read that
He "glorified not himself to be made an
high priest; but he that saith unto him,
Thou art my Son, today have I begot-
ten thee. * * * Thou art a priest forever
after the order of Melchizedek." Christ
received his Priesthood from the Fa-
ther. Christ bestowed that same author-
ity upon his Apostles, saying to them,
"As my Father hath sent me, even so
send I you." Now here is the pattern:
Those who believe and repent must be
taken down into the water and be buried
from their old lives, must put off the
old man with his deeds, must be buried
in the likeness of Christ's burial and

91

raised up again in the likeness of
Christ's resurrection. Then, when they
come forth from the water, if they have
believed, repented, and been baptized
by a man sent of God to baptize—then,
"though their sins be as scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow; though they
be red like crimson, they shall be as
wool." They are cleansed, they come
forth to a new birth, they are born of
the water, and every time they partake of
the holy sacrament they witness to God
that they will continue in his ways, and
walk in his paths, that they have put
on Christ, and that they will remember
him to keep his commandments in all
things. Now when people are thus prop-
erly cleansed, and purified and made
white, like unto newborn babes on en-
tering into the world, without blemish
or spot, then their tabernacles are fit
to receive the Holy Ghost. How does
it come? Like the remission of sins, it
comes according to fixed laws; it comes
through the laying on of hands of men
appointed by the Almighty to adminis-
ter. They lay their hands upon the bap-
tized believer and they confirm upon him
the Holy Ghost. Can a man confer the
gift of the Holy Ghost? No; man is but
the minister; the Holy Ghost comes from
God; but this is the plan set and fixed in
the economy of the heavens whereby peo-
ple dwelling upon the earth shall receive
this gift. Faith, repentance and baptism,
then the gift of the Holy Ghost, by the
laying on of hands.

Now, if you will take up the New Tes-
tament, you will find that this is the plan
the Apostles followed in every instance
wherever they went to preach the word
of the Lord. They called upon people to
believe in Jesus whom the Jews cruci-
fied, and to be baptized for a remission



