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sees. He bears testimony that God lives.
Why? Because he knows. He knows it by
communion with him through the power
and gift and light of the Holy Ghost,
and as he bears testimony to the people
that God lives, and that he is sent with
a message from him, they begin to be-
lieve. But if men believe in God, they
must also believe in Jesus Christ as the
Savior of the world, as the Redeemer of
man; they must believe he is the Son
of God, because all men come to God
by Jesus Christ. His name is the key
word of salvation. By him we have ac-
cess to the Father, and we cannot come
to the Father but by the Son. The ser-
vant of God also bears testimony that he
knows that Jesus who died on Calvary is
the Son of God and the Redeemer of the
world, and that he is sent as a witness
of this, to bear his testimony concern-
ing these things. Then, having exercised
faith in God and in Jesus Christ, a nat-
ural desire springs up to obey the com-
mandments of God and of Jesus Christ.
Those who believe see that they have
transgressed, that they have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God, and de-
sire to put away their sin and cease to
do evil. This is repentance. What is the
next principle? Faith first. All things
must spring from faith, for without faith
it is impossible to please God. Faith
is the first principle, repentance comes
next. I do not mean a mourning, a weep-
ing; I do not mean throwing one's self
into paroxysms of grief and anxiety of
heart; I mean a fixed determination, by
the help of God, to cease to do what is
wrong and try to do what is right. That
is the next principle. The next is to get
remission of past sins. "Why," some will
say, "if man repents is he not forgiven?"

Not at all. A man may contract heavy
debt at a store, but his being sorry for
having contracted the debt would not
pay off the old score. Faith and re-
pentance, then, are the first and second
principles of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
the first and second steps towards the
attaining of that great boon, the Holy
Ghost, the Comforter. What is the next
step? To be buried in water in the like-
ness of Jesus Christ's death by a man
holding authority from God to admin-
ister that ordinance, and to be raised
up from the water by that person in
the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost. This ordinance
is for the remission of sins—not that
water cleanses the man spiritually, not
that the water washes away any sins the
man may have committed. The blood of
Christ alone cleanseth from all sin. That
blood was shed for all humanity, but hu-
manity will only obtain the full bene-
fits flowing therefrom by obedience to the
fixed laws that relate to the matter and
pertain to salvation. We must obey the
commandments of the Lord to obtain the
blessings of the Lord. "Not every one
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall en-
ter into the kingdom of heaven; but he
that doeth the will of my Father who is
in heaven." Jesus Christ set the pattern.
He went down into the river Jordan; he
was baptized of John; he was raised up
from the water, and then the Father tes-
tified that he was well pleased with him.
The Holy Ghost descended in the sign
of a dove, and the Father spoke from
the heavens saying that He was well
pleased. Now, here are the Holy Trinity
all bearing witness to this ordinance—
the Son in the water, the Holy Ghost de-
scending, and the Father in the heav-
ens uttering his voice saying, "This is my


