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It is because they love that which savors
of darkness and of evil that they do not
comprehend the things of God as they
are in him, and that they are shut out
from that communication which all peo-
ple might have if they would walk in the
right way.

We are placed here in a world of op-
posites. Just as it was symbolized in
the Garden of Eden with regard to the
tree of life and the tree of death, or the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
so it is here. All through the ages that
are past, God has placed before his chil-
dren good on the one hand and evil on
the other, and it is the privilege of all
men to choose the good or the evil, which
they please. Their agency is free. God
will force no man to heaven; he will al-
low no man to be forced to hell. We are
placed here where there is a mixture of
good and evil, of light and darkness, of
truth and error, of sorrow and joy, of bit-
ter and sweet, of life and death; life spir-
itual and death spiritual, and also life
and death natural. Why are we placed
here in a world of death, in a world of
opposites? That we may be tested; that
we may be tried, and that we may mani-
fest to God and angels and the heavenly
hosts, and to one another what we are
fit for in the world to which we are has-
tening. We are all hastening to another
sphere, and we shall all be judged for
the deeds we have done while we have
dwelt in this sphere. All will be judged
according to their acts and opportunities,
according to the light that they have re-
ceived or the light that they might have
received if it had pleased them to open
their eyes to it, and everyone in the due
time of the Lord will be placed where
he or she is fit to be. We will find our
own level. Just as water finds its natu-

ral level. The time will come when ev-
ery spirit will find its own level. We
will all gravitate some day into the place
where we belong, and that place will be
determined by our condition, according
to the opportunities we have had, and ac-
cording to the manner we have availed
ourselves of them, either in cultivating
the good and rejecting the evil, or in re-
jecting the good and cultivating the evil.
We are all responsible individuals. Ev-
ery person who arrives at the years of
accountability becomes a responsible be-
ing. He is responsible to the Being who
created him, to God who is the Father of
his spiritual nature; for although we are
all living under various circumstances
here upon the earth, although mankind
is made up of different races, yet, so far
as our spiritual nature, the real individ-
ual, is concerned, we are the sons and
daughters of God, who is the Father of
the spirits of all men, and he that "hath
determined the times before appointed,
and the bounds of their habitation," has
sent us his sons and daughters to dwell
upon the earth in earthly bodies, some
of us in one part of the world and some
in another, but we are all the children
of one Father, and therefore we are all
brethren and sisters. And the time will
come when our Father, who has sent
us here for an experience, for a school-
ing, for an education, that we might un-
derstand the things that pertain to this
lower sphere and grapple with evil and
overcome it, will judge us with a righ-
teous judgment, and we will all go to the
place which we have fitted ourselves for
by our earthly acts.

Now, the Lord, in the beginning of
our temporal existence on the earth,
placed within us this spirit of life
and light, and if we would be actu-
ated by that spirit and walk in the


