PARTAKING OF THE LORD'S SUPPER, ETC.

by the light of the sun, or as we call it,
natural light, so by the aid of this spir-
itual light we can discern the things of
God, and they can be made just as plain
to our spiritual eyesight by the power of
the Holy Spirit, as the things of the earth
are made plain to our natural eyes by
the power of the natural light that comes
from the sun, or any artificial means
which we may use or discover. The light
which comes from God to enlighten the
mind of man, to some degree is univer-
sally diffused like the light of the glori-
ous sun. It is the true light that lighteth
every man that cometh into the world.
There is no person born into this world
who breathes the breath of life, but who
at the same time receives a portion of
this divine spirit, this divine illumina-
tion. This blessing is not confined to
people who are called "Christian," it is
not continued to any particular branch
of the human family. All people who
live and move and have a being on the
face of the earth are enlightened measur-
ably, by this Spirit of truth which comes
from God. It is the light and the life of
the world at the same time. Just as we
read in the first chapter of the Gospel
according to St. John. Speaking in re-
gard to Jesus, who is there called the
Word, we read: "In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. The same was
in the beginning with God. All things
were made by him; and without him was
not anything made that was made. In
him was life; and the life was the light
of men." * * * "That was the true Light,
that lighteth every man that cometh into
the world." This is that spirit of intelli-
gence spoken of in the Book of Job. We
read there that, "There is a spirit in
man: and the inspiration of the Almighty
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giveth them understanding." If we have
any understanding at all, any intelli-
gence at all, any natural intelligence
born with us into the world, it is the
gift of God. He that created the heav-
ens and the earth, the seas and the
fountains of waters; He that made the
sun and his light thereof—He lighteth
every man that cometh into the world.
This is the same spirit which is called
the Comforter, although it does not op-
erate in the same degree as that spirit
which is called the gift of the Holy Ghost,
which we read about in the New Testa-
ment, in the promises of Jesus Christ
to his disciples and to those who would
keep his commandments; but all peo-
ple born into the world receive a por-
tion of divine light, and if they would
grow up under the influence of that
light and be actuated and guided by its
whisperings all through their earthly ca-
reer, it would lead them gradually up
to the fountain of light, to "the Fa-
ther of lights, with whom is no vari-
ableness, neither shadow of turning;" it
would lead gradually to God, so that
they could commune with God while they
remain in the flesh; they would grow
up nearer and nearer to Him, for they
would choose the good and refuse the
evil; they would take into their nature
that which would lead them towards
God, and they would repel from them
that which would lead downward, they
would discern the strait and narrow path
that leadeth unto life, and they would
avoid the broad road which leadeth unto
destruction, in which so many of the hu-
man family have walked from the begin-
ning. It is because the people that dwell
on the earth do not listen to the "still
small voice" of that natural light which
is born with them into the world, that
they do not receive the things of God.



