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the affairs that belong outside of
the Tabernacle, and concentrate our
thoughts and our feelings and our de-
sires towards God, and the things of God,
so that his Spirit may brood over us, and
that we may be refreshed thereby; that
we may be spiritually nourished and fed;
that when we leave our meeting place,
we may go away strengthened and pre-
pared to battle with the ills of life and
with the evils of this world. I some-
times think that if we were deprived for
a little season of the privilege of meet-
ing together, and partaking of those sa-
cred emblems, we would attach more
importance to our meetings and to the
ordinances of the Lord's House. If we
were deprived of the privilege of listen-
ing to the voice of the servants of God
instructing us in our duties for a time,
perhaps we would value their teachings
more than we do. The absence of the
music this afternoon from our large or-
gan puts me in mind of this. I am sorry
we cannot have music from the organ
today. I like to hear the tones which
come from that fine instrument, an or-
gan built by the handiwork of the people
of God, of this community, when played
upon by a good musician. Perhaps if
we are deprived of the use of that or-
gan for a little while we will value it the
more after the repairs are completed.
So it is with our public gatherings; so
it is with the various means of grace
which are so abundantly bestowed upon
us as the children of God. God has been
very merciful to us in affording us so
many privileges of instruction. All the
time there is a voice saying, "This is the
way, walk ye in it." There is no need
for any man or any woman among the
Latter-day Saints to go astray for the
lack of instruction. We have our public
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meetings in our settlements on the Sab-
bath day, where the people come to-
gether to worship the Father in the name
of the Son, where they can receive the
outpourings of the Spirit in a collective
capacity, as a congregation. We have our
Sunday Schools to which we can send our
little children that they may be taught in
the way of life, and in the paths of holi-
ness and virtue before the Lord. We have
our Ward meetings on Sunday evenings,
where we can meet together in a Ward
capacity, and bear our testimony to the
truth, or receive instructions from our
Bishops and from the missionaries, who
may visit us from time to time. And
during the week we have many oppor-
tunities of assembling together, to hear
the word of life, to talk to one another
of the things of God, and be instructed
in our various duties, both temporal and
spiritual. Then we have the great priv-
ilege given us of God, that all the time
we may draw near unto the throne of
grace and receive for ourselves, individ-
ually as well as collectively, the power of
the Holy Spirit to enlighten us in regard
to the purposes of God, to strengthen us
against sin, to enable us to cultivate the
good that is in us, and grow up unto him
who is our living head in all things, even
the Lord Jesus.

This is the greatest boon that
could be conferred upon mortals while
dwelling in the flesh, the gift of the
Holy Ghost, the Comforter, the Spirit
of truth, which reveals unto men the
things of the Father and of the Son,
which is a spiritual light to the inward
being, which is the same to the spir-
itual nature of man as the light that
streams from the sun is to the physical
nature of man. As we are able to see
the various physical objects of creation



