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The appearance of the congregation
before me awakens within my mind a
number of pleasurable reflections. There
is one unerring method of determining
the value of all subjects, of all objects, of
all matters pertaining to the interests of
our common humanity; and that method
is the rule by which the results are at-
tained, and the determination of the
character of those results, whether they
be good or whether they be evil. And this
method moreover is not only applicable
in determining the various secular con-
ditions and circumstances of mankind,
but it is equally unerring in determin-
ing the higher phases and conditions of
the life of man. It reaches upward into
the realms of mind and invades, if you
please, or spreads itself over the entire
field of human thought, embracing not
only our secular but our spiritual inter-
ests.

When Jesus of Nazareth, the Sav-
ior of mankind, was on the earth so-
journing for a few brief years with the
children of men, he gave expression to
this most beautiful and highly philo-
sophic rule: "For every tree is known
by its fruit. For of thorns men do
not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush
gather they grapes. By their fruits ye
shall know them." It is the contempla-

tion of the elementary principles embod-
ied in this rule that has awakened within
my mind the reflections I have referred
to, while gazing upon this congregation
seated in this beautiful place of wor-
ship. It is true that the spectacle pre-
sented before our minds when contem-
plating the surroundings of the people
of the Latter-day Saints—the comforts
of life they are enjoying, and the mate-
rial blessings that they have become pos-
sessed of—does not alone determine the
divine character of the spiritual philos-
ophy, the system of principles and doc-
trine which constitute their faith. For
when we travel in the world, and extend
our observances over the great centers
of what is called the civilized world of
mankind, we can behold on every hand
stupendous edifices, gorgeously denom-
inated cathedrals draped in the most
costly tapestry and finished in the most
elaborate manner, bespeaking a high
cultivation of art and a development of
science in its most advanced stages, with
every means improvised to render the
object and purpose of those structures ef-
ficient to the ends designed. And a ref-
erence to these representations of man's
industry and skill, and to the exhibi-
tion of that wisdom, which is at once the



