THE ORIGINATORS OF REPORTS AGAINST THE SAINTS, ETC.

their views concerning us, beneficial to
us, as they are the means of inform-
ing intelligent men and removing a vast
amount of prejudice which exists regard-
ing this people. And I have this to
say, that I do not know today a pub-
lic man in either branch of Congress,
who has visited Utah Territory, who is
not—that is, so far as the rights of
the people are concerned—the friend of
Utah. This is saying a great deal, it is a
broad statement, but I make it without
scarcely hinting at a qualification, for it
is true. During this past session—and it
has been the case for several sessions—
measures have been introduced by men
who apparently have a monomania con-
cerning "Mormons" and "Mormonism."
Measures have been introduced by per-
sons of this kind, who have been anx-
ious, apparently, to make that a hobby,
hoping, I have thought, that they would
gain favor with their constituents by do-
ing this. When such measures have been
introduced, and I have needed assis-
tance respecting them, the men to whom
I have gone in the Senate and in the
House, have been men who have been in
Utah Territory, have come down by the
railroad to Salt Lake City, and have seen
the city and the people. They have not
been converted to "Mormonism." They
have not gone away believing that it is
right for a man to have more wives than
one. That does not follow as a conse-
quence of their visit. But they have
seen a people who—notwithstanding
that they may consider them mistaken
in some of their religious views and
practices—are honest, industrious, per-
severing and orderly, and who behave
themselves as good citizens should, and
their sympathies have been aroused in
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behalf of the people, the more so be-
cause of the previous misrepresentations
which have been made respecting them.
They have been so thoroughly unde-
ceived by their visit, that it has had
a reactionary effect in many instances
upon them, because of the statements
that had been made to them previous
to coming here. Therefore, you can see
that I am warranted in saying as I do so
frequently to my friends in Washington,
Come; come West; and if you do come
West, be sure and stop at Salt Lake City.
It is not such a country as California.
We have not so many attractions in Utah
as you will find in California, but your
trip will be incomplete without you visit
Utah, and see Salt Lake City and its sur-
roundings.

Of course, there are those who are
ready to attribute all sorts of bad mo-
tives to those who come here and who
are disposed to be favorable after their
visit. I have stated this to officers. There
have been a number of gentlemen ap-
pointed to offices here, with whom I was
on very familiar terms in Washington.
We could visit, we could meet together,
we could associate together, and nobody
would wonder at it or attribute any bad
motives to either party. But I have said
to these gentlemen when they have been
appointed to office in Utah Territory—
Now, I shall continue to be familiar with
you as I am here if you wish it, but
let me say to you that as soon as you
get inside of the limits of our Territory,
if you and I are very familiar, some-
body will raise the story that the "Mor-
mons" have bought you, that they have
got you in their hands, and it would hurt
your influence. Is not this a strange
condition of affairs, that in a Territory
of the United States citizens cannot as-
sociate together without a lot of mis-



