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His disciples, when He breathed upon
them, saying unto them, "Receive ye the
Holy Ghost." He also commissioned them
to go forth and preach the Gospel to ev-
ery creature. Then He departed from
them, and they went forth and testi-
fied of Jesus Christ, and proclaimed the
Gospel to the world, with power and with
the demonstration of the Spirit of God.
These chosen disciples of Christ suffered
ignominious deaths from the first to the
last, with the single exception of the
Apostle John, who we are informed, was
preserved from the power of his enemies,
from their attempts to destroy his life,
for a wise purpose of God, to fulfil the
promise of the Savior unto him; and yet,
notwithstanding this promise, it is be-
lieved by the Christian world that he
died a natural death after wicked men
had attempted several times in vain to
destroy his life. Notwithstanding, the
disciples of Jesus, excepting John the
Revelator, suffered ignominious deaths,
they sowed the seed of the Gospel among,
and conferred the Priesthood upon men,
which remained for several generations
upon the earth, but the time came when
Paganism was engrafted into Christian-
ity, and at last Christianity was con-
verted into Paganism rather than con-
verting the Pagans. And subsequently
the Priesthood was taken from among
men, this authority was recalled into the
heavens, and the world was left with-
out the Priesthood—without the power
of God—without the Church and King-
dom of God. There were tens of thou-
sands that hearkened to the teachings
of the disciples and yielded obedience to
the Gospel; and they suffered persecu-
tion such as the people of God in this
generation have never begun to suffer.
Some of the Latter-day Saints who were

associated with this Church in its early
history, and suffered the persecutions in
Ohio, in Missouri and Illinois, thought
that their persecution was very great,
even greater than that of any other peo-
ple. But this is not so, for this people
have never begun to endure the persecu-
tion that was inflicted upon the former
day Saints, those who received the tes-
timony of the Apostles. People in for-
mer days believed that they were do-
ing God service to burn those Saints to
death, to whip and to spear them to
death, to drag them until they were torn
to pieces and otherwise to torture and
destroy them, and, indeed, in some in-
stances they sewed up the believers in
cloths and in sacks, which they covered
with pitch or tar and then set on fire to
light the streets of imperial Rome! In
ancient days it was considered lawful to
perpetrate these barbarities upon those
who professed to believe in the Lord Je-
sus Christ. They were driven from place
to place; they were hunted down as wild
beasts, and otherwise suffered persecu-
tion such as this people have never be-
gun to suffer, and as I earnestly hope and
pray they never will be subjected to.

But it was under such circumstances
the Gospel was proclaimed among the
people. In this way were the believers in
Christ treated, being esteemed as worth-
less, refuse, unfit to live, and worthy
only of the most cruel and ignominious
deaths. The same feelings existed, and
do today exist, in the hearts of some peo-
ple toward the Latter-day Saints. But
the Lord Almighty has prepared the way
for the coming forth of the kingdom of
God in this dispensation by establish-
ing the republican government of the
United States; a government affording
the widest liberty and the greatest free-


