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wards the brethren to fill this quorum,
were selected. The next step was to
present the matter to the Church, and it
was laid before the Priesthood at a meet-
ing, when there were present a repre-
sentation of all the important authori-
ties of the Church in the different Stakes
in Zion. After having done that, lest
some difficulty might exist somewhere, it
was thought proper to pursue the course
taken today—that each organization of
the Priesthood, embracing all the quo-
rums, should be seated in a quorum
capacity by themselves, and separately
have the opportunity of voting freely and
fully without control of any kind, and
of expressing their feelings, and finally,
that the whole congregation should have
the same opportunity. This is emphati-
cally the voice of God, and the voice of
the people; and this is the order that the
Lord has instituted in Zion, as it was in
former times among Israel. God gave his
commandments; they were delivered by
His Prophet to the people and submitted
to them, and all Israel said, Amen. You
have all done this by your votes; which
vote, so far as we can learn, has been
without a dissenting voice either among
the separate quorums, or in the vote of
the combined quorums and people. Now,
continue to be united in everything as
you are in this thing, and God will stand
by you from this time henceforth and for-
ever. And any man who opposes prin-
ciples of this kind is an enemy of God,
an enemy of the Church and kingdom
of God upon the earth, an enemy to the
people of God, and an enemy to the free-
dom and rights of man. The Lord has se-
lected a Priesthood that He might among

all Israel make known His mind and will
through them, and that they might be
His representatives upon the earth. And
while He does this He does not wish men
to be coerced or forced to do things con-
trary to their will. But where the Spirit
of God is, there is union, harmony and
liberty, and where it is not there is strife,
confusion and bondage. Let us then seek
to be one, honor our God, honor our re-
ligion, and keep the commandments of
God, and seek to know His will, and then
to do it.

I do not know but that I have spo-
ken as long as I ought to. God bless
you; God bless the Twelve; and God bless
the Presidents of Stakes and their asso-
ciates, and the Seventies and the High
Priests, and the Elders, and the Bish-
ops, and the Lesser Priesthood. And God
bless the Relief Societies, and the Young
People's Mutual Improvement Associa-
tions, and all who love and fear God and
keep his commandments. And may God
bless the Sunday Schools and the Pri-
mary Associations and the educational
interests, and all interested in the wel-
fare of Zion, as well as all the good and
virtuous, the honorable and high-minded
everywhere, who are seeking to promote
purity, holiness, and virtue on the earth.
And God bless our singers and all who
make music for us; and may the peace
and blessing of God rest upon all Israel.
And when you go to your homes, carry
out the principles you have voted for, and
God will bless you and your generations
after you; and you shall be blessed in
time, and through all eternity. And I
bless you by virtue of the holy Priest-
hood, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.


