THE ORGANIZATION OF THE FIRST PRESIDENCY, ETC.

Presidency, and operated for about three
years in that capacity. And when Presi-
dent Young left us it was thought proper
that the same course should be pursued.
The Twelve, I believe, have in this re-
spect magnified their calling and taken
a course that is approved by the Lord,
and I think also by the brethren, judging
from the vote given here today.

Had it not been our duty to have the
Church organized fully and completely
in all its departments, I should have
much preferred to have continued with
the brethren of the Twelve, speaking of
it merely as a matter of personal feeling.
But there are questions arising in regard
to these matters that are not for us to say
how they shall be, or what course shall
be pursued. When God has given us
an order and has appointed an organiza-
tion in his Church, with the various quo-
rums of Priesthood as presented to us by
revelation through the Prophet Joseph
Smith, I do not think that either the
First Presidency, the Twelve, the High
Priests, the Seventies, the Bishops, or
anybody else, have a right to change or
alter that plan which the Lord has in-
troduced and established. And as you
heard Brother Pratt state this morning,
one duty devolving upon the Twelve is to
see that the churches are organized cor-
rectly. And I think they are now thus or-
ganized throughout the land of Zion. The
Churches generally are organized with
Presidents of Stakes and their Coun-
selors, with High Councils, with Bish-
ops and their Counselors, and with the
Lesser Priesthood, according to the order
that is given us.

Then we have the High Priests,
Seventies and Elders occupying their
places according to their Priest-
hood, position, and standing in the
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Church. And the First Presidency
seemed to be the only quorum that was
deficient. And it is impossible for men
acquainted with the order of the Holy
Priesthood to ignore this quorum, as it
is one of the principal councils of the
Church. While the Twelve stand as a
bulwark ready to protect, defend and
maintain, to step forward and carry out
the order of God's Kingdom in times of
necessity, such as above referred to, yet
when everything is adjusted and matters
assume their normal condition, then it
is proper that the Quorum of the First
Presidency, as well as all other quorums,
should occupy the place assigned it by
the Almighty.

These were the suggestions of the
Spirit of the Lord to me. I expressed
my feelings to the Twelve, who coincided
with me, and, indeed, several of them
had had the same feelings as those with
which I was actuated. It is not with us,
or ought not to be, a matter of place, po-
sition, or honor, although it is a great
honor to be a servant of God; it is a great
honor to hold the Priesthood of God; but
while it is an honor to be God's servants,
holding His Priesthood, it is not honor-
able for any man or any set of men to
seek for position in the Holy Priesthood.
Jesus said, Ye have not called me, but
I have called you. And as I said be-
fore, had I consulted my own personal
feelings, I would have said, things are
going on very pleasantly, smoothly and
agreeably; and I have a number of good
associates whom I respect and esteem,
as my brethren, and I rejoice in their
counsels. Let things remain as they are.
But it is not for me to say, it is not
for you to say, what we would individu-
ally prefer, but it is for us holding the
Holy Priesthood; to see that all the or-
ganizations of that Priesthood are pre-



