THE DIVINE AUTHORITY OF THE HOLY PRIESTHOOD, ETC.

No, we were ignorant. The Prophet him-
self, the Twelve and all that had been
called, knew nothing in relation to the
duties of these Seventies until the Lord
revealed what they were, and at the
same time He pointed out the duties of
the Presidency of the Seventies, both the
duties of the seven men constituting the
Presidency of all the Seventies, and also
those of the seven men that were to pre-
side over each Council of the Seventies.
The Lord made manifest these things not
all at once, but from time to time, as
the people progressed and were counted
worthy in His sight to receive further
knowledge upon these things. You may
ask, why it was that the Lord did not
give the whole pattern at once, why He
did not unfold everything all in a mo-
ment? It was because we were as lit-
tle children then, and indeed I am of
the opinion that many of us are little
children still—and we could not bear all
things at once; therefore He revealed
unto us enough from time to time to set
our minds reflecting; He revealed suffi-
cient to cause us to be stirred up in our
minds to pray unto Him; and when we
prayed unto Him about any of the du-
ties of the Priesthood, then He would re-
veal it. But He would be sought unto
by His people before He would reveal
a fulness of knowledge upon these im-
portant subjects. This seeking unto the
Lord to obtain little by little, and pre-
cept by precept in the knowledge of the
things of God, is just the way a wise par-
ent would instruct his own sons. Our
parents would not tell us all about the
various branches of education when we
were two or three, or four years old;
but they taught us as children, giving
us line upon line until we could un-
derstand more fully those things that
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pertained to a good education. So the
Lord dealt with His people, as a wise,
judicious, kindhearted parent, imparting
just according to the faith of the Latter-
day Saints, and according to His own
mind and will, and good pleasure.

By and by, after the Church was or-
ganized and there being no Bishops the
Lord saw that it was necessary to intro-
duce some kind of a plan in relation to
the property of His people in the State
of New York. What did the Lord say
to us under those circumstances, when
we were not fully organized? Said He
to the Church in the State of New York,
in the General Conference, through the
mouth of His servant Joseph, in a reve-
lation given on the 2nd day of January,
1831, He said, Let my Church in this
land flee out from the State of New York;
let them go westward to the land of Kirt-
land, and join my people in the State of
Ohio; let them do this immediately, lest
their enemies come upon them, etc. The
Lord understood what was in the hearts
of the enemies of His people; He under-
stood what they were doing in their se-
cret councils, in their secret chambers
to bring to pass the destruction of the
Latter-day Saints that were in the States
of New York and Pennsylvania. How
shall this work be done? No Bishop to
take charge of the properties. The Lord
said, Let certain men among you in the
State of New York be appointed to take
charge of the properties of my people,
that which you cannot dispose of or sell
in time to flee out; let them have charge
of it to sell it in aftertimes for the benefit
of the Church. Here, then, was a revela-
tion appointing certain men without or-
dination, without the Bishopric, to han-
dle properties, to do that which Bishops



