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God, and He wills not that any of His
people should have any other God than
Him. Let the poor and the meek be
lifted up in their hearts and rejoice be-
fore God for He hath them in remem-
brance, and let those who truckle to po-
sition and to wealth beware, for the Lord
will not suffer it long. Let the hand of fel-
lowship be extended to him who is cast
down, that he may be comforted. Sur-
round him with a halo of love and friend-
ship, and let him know that he is not
forgotten, and the Lord will remember
those who act this brotherly part. I am
reminded sometimes of the weakness of
humanity, when called to the scenes of
death which sometimes visit us. We are
called to the funeral of some man, some
Elder in Israel, or some sister or friend
who has departed this life; and, O, how
we love to dwell upon their good qual-
ities, to speak of their goodness and to
cast the veil of undiscerning charity over
their faults. We should not wait un-
til our brethren and sisters are seized
with the chill hand of death, and their
bodies are about to be laid in the cold
tomb, to recognize the good points in
their characters. We should manifest a
little of that appreciation while we are
surrounded by them. This course would
be much more consistent. Let us culti-
vate the spirit of the living God, which
leads to righteousness. Every sentiment
of our hearts that leads to good is planted
there by the living God, and that which
leads to evil is placed there by the ad-
versary of our souls. There are but two
sources, one of light and one of darkness.
The Holy Ghost, the Spirit of God, is
given to us to cultivate in our hearts as a
well of water springing up to everlasting
life. It can be so cultivated in a human

being that it can be listened to as a voice
of a familiar friend, in every time of dif-
ficulty and trial. Its voice is known and
distinguished as a voice of friendship, for
that spirit is the friend of every Saint
who cultivates its acquaintance. It is
a searcher, a deep searcher, of the mo-
tives by which men and women are in-
spired. If we merely have an outward
semblance of righteousness and our mo-
tives within are not of the godlike char-
acter they should be, that spirit will de-
part from us, leaving us in greater dark-
ness than before we possessed the Holy
Spirit. This Church is a brotherhood or
it is nothing. It is a unity; it is the high-
est phase of communism and individual-
ism combined. It cultivates man to per-
fection as a social and individual being.
It meets the legitimate wants and aspi-
rations of every class of humanity.

I pray that the power of God may in-
crease in the midst of the people from
the head to the feet, throughout the
whole of the body religious, and that we
may be successful in uprooting evils that
are manifested in our midst as a com-
munity or as individuals. God has re-
vealed the laws and principles for the
purification of His Church. They are
contained in His statute books—in the
Book of Mormon, in the Doctrine and
Covenants, containing the revelations of
Jesus Christ, and in this Bible. The Lord
tells us we are to deal with all things ac-
cording to the laws of His Church. We
know what these things are; they are
contained in these books to which I refer.
Then I say that the law of God and the
power of God will ultimately correct ev-
ery evil existing in the Church of Christ,
for it must ultimately become pure, and
those who will not purify themselves
will, sooner or later, be cast off from the


