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because of this secret combination which
shall be among you; or wo be unto it,
because of the blood of them who have
been slain; for they cry from the dust
for vengeance upon it, and also upon
those who build it up. For it cometh to
pass that whoso buildeth it up seeketh
to overthrow the freedom of all lands,
nations, and countries; and it bringeth
to pass the destruction of all people, for
it is built up by the devil, who is the
father of all lies; even that same liar
who beguiled our first parents, yea, even
that same liar who hath caused man to
commit murder from the beginning; who
hath hardened the hearts of men that
they have murdered the prophets, and
stoned them, and cast them out from
the beginning." Now here is a prophecy.
There is no ambiguity in reference to
these words. This Prophet is speaking
as if he were speaking face to face with
those who would be living in this day,
and he tells them to beware of these
things, and we witness the fulfillment
of his words, for such things are among
the nations of the earth today, and are
spreading everywhere and causing anxi-
ety and fear to take hold of the hearts of
the people.

These predictions and many others
that are receiving a literal verification,
establish the inspiration and genuine-
ness of this record, which was brought
forth by the instrumentality of Joseph
Smith to this generation. It is an in-
spired record, and contains within itself
the evidences of its authenticity. Men
have but to give this subject an unprej-
udiced investigation, considering it upon
its merits to come to that conclusion. Al-
though people may not be willing to ad-
mit that it is of divine origin, that it is
an inspired record, they surely cannot,

at least, set aside the facts which it
enunciates.

Let us, then, who belong to this great
Church—the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints—prize that which God
has given to us for our instruction and
edification, and let us not treat them as
things that are of no moment. We live
in a great day, the greatest of all ages,
the greatest of all dispensations. It is
a great privilege to be associated with
so noble a work as that with which we
are connected, and I believe that the
time will soon come when this Church
will go forth clear, purified by the agen-
cies which God will bring to bear upon
it for that purpose. I expect to see the
time come when the hypocrite in Zion
shall tremble, being afraid because of
the power of God that shall be in the
midst of the people who will be living
as they should live. I expect to see the
day when there shall be less worship-
ping of the god of this world, which wins
the hearts of many people from the wor-
ship of the true and living God. There
is a sin which God has denounced in ev-
ery age; it is the sin of idolatry. In an-
cient times, when people were less cul-
tured than they are now, they bowed
themselves down before blocks of wood
and stone, and golden calves, and wor-
shipped at such shrines, prostrating the
powers that God had given them before
that which was dumb and unintelligent.
But there are different forms of idolatry.
Whatever a person uses his powers most
to accomplish is that which he worships.
If a man exercise the gifts that God has
given him exclusively in pursuing the ob-
ject of self-aggrandizement—the build-
ing up of self, to all intents and purposes
that individual is an idolater before the
shrine of mammon. God is a jealous


