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of Israel from the nations of the earth
to the lands that were promised to their
fathers, to them and to their children
forever.  Political freedom, compara-
tively speaking, was, by that instru-
ment, granted to the Jews contiguous to
Palestine—in Romania and other princi-
palities of the East. A short time subse-
quent to the formation and ratification of
the treaty, Great Britain assumed a pro-
tectorate over that part of the world in
which is Palestine, and the Jews have
rights now accorded to them that they
have not enjoyed for many generations.
But one of the greatest evidences of all
is the fact that the Jews themselves are
beginning to awaken upon this subject
and are operating with a view to the
colonization of ancient Palestine by the
house of Israel. A Mr. Oliphant, not long
since, applied to the Sultan of Turkey
for the privilege of purchasing portions
of Palestine for this very purpose, and
organizations are being affected in var-
ious parts of the world with no other ob-
ject in view than the one to which I am
now alluding. There is another thing
that I believe will aid this work of in-
fluencing the ancient people of God to
go to their own land, and that is the
circumstances by which they are being
surrounded in some of the countries of
Europe. They are being persecuted in
Germany and Russia, and the condi-
tion of Europe is becoming so disturbed
and so broken up, and business mat-
ters are becoming so uncertain, that I
expect these circumstances will lead the
Jews to consider the question of estab-
lishing a Hebrew nationality before long;
for we are living in the very day when
God will fulfil the promises he made to
Israel. Let the people hear it, for it
has been uttered by the voice of inspira-
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tion, ancient and modern, and the words
of the Lord, through his servants, will
not fall to the ground, but will be fulfilled
to the very letter.

Why, my brethren and sisters, are we
not more familiar with the contents of
this book? No Latter-day Saint can in-
telligently comprehend the signs of the
times unless he is informed in regard to
the teachings of this record. In the early
rise of this Church the Lord manifested
his displeasure with the Saints because
they did not pay sufficient attention to
the revelations contained in the Book of
Mormon, and that book itself promises,
and the revelations through the Prophet
Joseph promise, that, in the due time
of the Lord, when the people are suffi-
ciently advanced to receive them, other
records of momentous importance shall
be brought forth for the consideration of
the Saints; but I do not think we will
receive anything additional to what we
have already obtained in this form un-
til we have manifested a suitable appre-
ciation of that which has already been
given to us. This record and the rev-
elations of Jesus Christ generally have
been given for the perusal of the peo-
ple, that they may reflect upon them,
upon the principles that they make man-
ifest, upon the law of God, that the law
may be written in their hearts, and that
they may be men and women of un-
derstanding. It must be pleasing, how-
ever, to every person who is interested
in this great work, to see that there is
a fresh impetus in this direction. The
Saints are giving more attention to what
God has revealed for our acceptance
and which is contained in the records
which have been given to this Church.
I believe this spirit will increase, be-
cause when the minds of the people



