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lieve in Christ shall also become a de-
lightsome people. And it shall come to
pass that the Lord God shall commence
his work among all nations, kindreds,
tongues, and people, to bring about the
restoration of his people upon the earth."
A portion of this prediction has received
a literal fulfillment, while the remain-
der is in process of verification. The tens
of thousands of Latter-day Saints render
the prophecy that many shall "believe
the words of the book" an accomplished
fact. The inspired utterance purports
to have been spoken over two thousand
years ago. The unbeliever may repudi-
ate the claim regarding the ancient char-
acter of the record, and assume that it
originated with Joseph Smith. But this
would not much improve the position of
the skeptic, for as the Book of Mormon
was published before the Church was or-
ganized, Joseph Smith had no ordinary
means of knowing that many would be-
lieve in the divine authenticity of the
book.

There have been many, I believe, even
among the Latter-day Saints, who, un-
der the circumstances of the past, have
found it all that their faith could grasp
to believe some of the words which I
have just read in your hearing—those re-
lating to the Lamanites. Nearly from
the organization of this Church, and
for many years subsequently, mission-
aries, Elders of this Church, were sent
among the remnants of the ancient peo-
ple of this continent, the aborigines, to
endeavor to bring them to a knowledge
of their fathers. It appeared, however,
as if the efforts in that direction were
fruitless—that these people had fallen
so low in the scale of being, so de-
praved that it seemed next to impossi-
ble for the rays of truth to penetrate

their minds. It appeared as if we might
as well despair of accomplishing any-
thing so far as they were concerned. But
this is an inspired record, and these
words which I have read to you this af-
ternoon were the inspired utterances of
a great Prophet, which must come to
pass in the last days, in connection with
the great latter-day dispensation. They
have commenced to be fulfilled, not by
the power of man, but by the power of
the living God.

About seven years ago there was a
movement among some of the tribes of
the people to whom I allude. They came
forth and made statements to the effect
that the Great Spirit had directed them
to come to the Elders of this Church and
be baptized for the remission of their
sins. There is an Elder in this congre-
gation, Brother George H. Hill, who sits
in the gallery, who has, as well as oth-
ers, been instrumental in doing much in
this direction. As many as 300 of these
people at one time solicited of him the
administration of this ordinance. Was
it the influence and power of man that
accomplished this? No, it was not; it
was the influence and power of the liv-
ing God, who, according to the Book
of Mormon, made a promise to the fa-
thers of these people that he would visit
the remnants of their posterity and re-
store them to a knowledge of their pro-
genitors. This covenant was made with
the fathers at the solicitation of the lat-
ter, who knew by the spirit of prophecy
that their descendants would become
dark and benighted, through the influ-
ence of apostasy and wickedness. It
is true that comparatively few of that
people have received the truth and for-
saken their idle habits and evil prac-
tices, and are endeavoring to live as


