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very poor fix. I will tell you what I think
should be done, and that is why I am
treating upon this subject today. I think
the people ought to be instructed in these
things, and then if they do not live up
to them you will not then be held re-
sponsible to the authorities that preside
over you. The Lord tells us that they
shall not be worthy of a place among
us. Do we want to alter that? Not one
iota. Would I wish to be harsh to men
that are ignorant? No, I would not; I
would bear with them, and teach them
and instruct them. And if I were a
Bishop I should instruct my Teachers to
do it; and then by and by, after they were
fully informed, and had every opportu-
nity to become acquainted with things,
we might take final action in relation to
their standing. I would not wish to en-
force that law at present, until men were
thoroughly informed. For instance, the
case I referred to yesterday. There were
two men; one paid $100 in tithing, the
other paid $25 in tithing. Both of them
owned about the same amount of prop-
erty; but the first paid his tithing, the
other did not. The second, however, paid
some $75 in donations; but he did not
pay his tithing, he only paid a quarter
of it. That now may have arisen from ig-
norance with regard to the law. The last
paid out as much money as the first; and
he may have been wrongly taught. Some
of the Bishops do not understand these
things, and yet we have had this doc-
trine given unto us for forty-two years.
Has a man a right to turn and change
things as he pleases? I have not, and I
do not believe any other man has. And
if any Bishop or a President of a Stake
or anybody else tells you that you can
do as you please about the disposition

you make of the means you pay, as long
as you pay a certain amount, or you may
pay it on Tithing or not, as you please,
I tell you that he teaches false doctrine.
But should we be hard with such people?
No. If they have been under influences
of this nature and been wrongly taught,
I will say, as a certain party said to me
who had been doing these things, "I will
switch off and pay my Tithing according
to the law." You, Bishops and Presidents
of Stakes, switch off and get the people
to do things right. There is no command-
ment about donations, but there is about
Tithing; and I am not at liberty to change
this, neither any other man.

I will follow this subject a little fur-
ther. We are talking about building up
Zion. Here is where the thing applies it-
self with great force to me as well as to
you, when you comprehend it as it ex-
ists and see it by the light of the Spirit
of Truth. For it is written: "And I say
unto you, if my people observe not this
law, to keep it holy, and by this law sanc-
tify the land of Zion unto me, that my
statutes and my judgments may be kept
thereon, that it may be most holy, be-
hold, verily I say unto you, it shall not
be a land of Zion unto you." Well, we
are talking about building up the land
of Zion, which is one of the things we
are here for. And God has said that if
we do not obey this law, it shall not be a
land of Zion unto us. Does this apply to
us? I will read a little further: "And this
shall be an ensample unto all the stakes
of Zion." Now, I speak these things for
your information. I will go a little far-
ther upon the subject. A person wrote me
a letter, stating that a young man had
applied to a certain Bishop for a recom-
mend to get married. He asked him if he


