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pelled to stay in it? No. Have any of the
members of the Quorum of the Twelve,
the Seventies, the High Priests, or the
members of the High Councils, or the
Presidents of the Seventies, or any class
of men in this Church, been compelled to
occupy the position to which they have
been called? I do not know of any, do you?
I know there was no coercion used with
me further than the force of truth recom-
mending itself to my mind, neither was
there with you further than the power of
truth operating upon your minds. And
after you received the Gospel were you
compelled to leave your homes to come
here? No, you were not. In fact, it was
your desire to come here, and you could
not be kept back from coming, because
you were impelled by the spirit which
the Latter-day Gospel inspires to come
to the land of Zion. If this is called com-
pulsion, it is not the compulsion of man,
but the operation of the Spirit of God,
which you received through obedience to
the Gospel.

We may here ask, in acting under the
dominion or control of the Priesthood,
are any of you forced to do anything you
do not want to? If you think you are in
any possible way, I absolve you from it
today, every one of you. These are my
ideas about the rights of men. It is "all
free grace and all free will," as the poet
has it. We have not been coerced to come
into the Church, we are not coerced to
remain in it. But we have taken upon
ourselves a profession of faith in God,
and as Latter-day Saints we believe that
God has spoken, that the heavens have
been opened, that the everlasting Gospel
has been restored to man, and we believe
that God has organized His Church by
revelation, through his servant, Joseph
Smith, in the form that we now have it.

This is our faith. We cannot help that
faith. I cannot help my faith, neither
can you help yours. There was from
the first, scriptural evidence adduced
and a certain kind of reasoning used to
enlighten our minds. We believed, af-
ter hearing the preaching of the Gospel,
that it was our duty to be baptized in
the name of Jesus for the remission of
our sins, and to have hands laid upon
our heads for the reception of the Holy
Ghost. And when we received that Holy
Ghost, which takes of the things of God,
it showed them unto us; and then we
were placed upon another footing from
what we were before; and that Spirit
has enlightened our minds in regard to
those things of which I have spoken, as
well as in regard to many others. If God
has revealed unto us certain things can
we help our faith in them, and can we
help knowing this to be the Church and
Kingdom of God? No. Can I? No. Can
you? No. What would men have to do
to deprive me of this faith? They would
have to cut off my head, or in some other
way to kill me; and then they could not
change my faith, that would be impossi-
ble. If a man knows a thing, he knows
it, and he cannot unknow it. There is
one way whereby we can unknow these
things, and that is by giving way to evil
influences, to the powers of darkness,
and by departing from the light of God;
and then the light within us becomes
darkness, and then "how great is that
darkness." But when you talk about con-
trolling a man's faith, it cannot be done;
and I would say to people who are bent
upon having me change my faith, all
you have to do is to cut off my head,
and even that would not do it, because
I would still be myself entertaining the
same faith in the next world. And there-


