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and I guess it will be the same as
Stephen A. Douglas and others have at-
tained to by pursuing that course, and I
think no more.

We are here to serve God and keep
His commandments; and if we will purge
ourselves from our iniquities, live our re-
ligion and keep the commandments of
God, there is no power on this side of hell
nor on the other, that can harm us, for
God will be on our side to protect us in
the position we occupy.

There is one thing I wish to speak to
you about that you are well acquainted
with. We had a little commotion got-
ten up about some of our money mat-
ters associated with the heirs of the
late President Young, and it has been
talked about generally. We thought we
had made a settlement with them at
one time, which we did, and the ex-
ecutors of the estate took their releases
which exonerated them from all blame,
and they avowed themselves satisfied
with the settlements made. But then,
some men's word and some men's sig-
natures do not amount to much. What
next? Why, some of our very pure and
high-minded lawyers are not above en-
tering into such things because of a lit-
tle monetary inducements. It would not
be proper to say they were anything but
pure, high-minded and honorable men,
for it is understood that all lawyers are,
is it not? Well, we knew we had treated
them very liberally before; and so did
you. We knew we had given them all
we ought to give them, and more too.
But we felt to be generous to the heirs
of President Young; and we did what
we could to promote their welfare. Still
these things came out. No matter. Bonds
and writings and signatures and re-
leases amount to nothing with some peo-
ple. So they started in, and we have had

a legal fight about it. Some of the Apos-
tles have had to be confined in the pen-
itentiary; and it was a pretty narrow
squeeze with me. [Laughter.] But then I
have been in such places before, and was
shot at while there and hit, and there-
fore it would have been nothing new,
and I was not much concerned about it.
When they wanted to get hold of some
of your means and property which I held
in trust, and which they had no right to,
I told them, No, they could not have it.
"Well," said they, "you will have to go to
jail." "Well," said I, "jail it is then. Some
folks go off to rusticate at Soda Springs
and other places; I think I will go and
rusticate in the penitentiary." But they
would not have me. [Laughter.] They
took Brother Cannon, Brother Brigham
and Brother Carrington; I suppose they
considered them worthier men, and that
I had better stay out. There are all kinds
of curious things started up; and among
other things that have grown out of this
contest is what is termed a cross suit;
and because of this movement some peo-
ple think we are going to law. I will
tell you how much. We were merely at-
tempting to put the complaining heirs
in the same position as they had put
us; thinking that by doing so they might
be led to reflect that there were other
people in the world besides themselves,
and that other people might be placed in
jeopardy besides some of our brethren.
"But," say you, "was it not contrary to a
law of the Church to go to law with your
brethren?" We did not exactly do it; we
merely started in. I will tell you what we
would have done if this settlement had
not been made. We would have called
upon all those who were good and hon-
orable of President Young's family—and


