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complete, you may then convey your
thoughts correctly over the wire by the
means of electricity to others at a dis-
tance. You know they have been cor-
rectly sent because you can receive your
answer back; and if necessary, have the
message you sent repeated. Now the
same principle is true in regard to the
other things. And do the persons who op-
erate the telegraph machine always un-
derstand all about the philosophy of it?
No, but very few of them comparatively.
Yet they learn to operate while somebody
else does the thinking and prepares the
machine and appliances for them for the
purpose of introducing this mode of com-
municating. Now then, look at the prin-
ciple that looks to many very simple as-
sociated with that way which God has
ordained and appointed for man to be-
come acquainted with him, and to be in-
troduced to him and to his laws. How is
it? Why the elder goes forth to preach,
and what is he told to preach? Faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ. Repentance and
baptism for the remission of sins, and
the laying on of hands for the reception
of the Holy Ghost. Now these look to
many as being very simple things, very
simple; yet they are things which God
has ordained, they are his laws, they
were in former times, they are in this
time. We cannot violate these and re-
ceive the blessings, and no other peo-
ple can; I do not care who they are,
they cannot do it. Let us go back to
our experience. There are hundreds of
you present who have received the spirit
of the living God; how did you receive
it? You say, an elder came along, and
we heard him preach; he told me to be-
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ and to re-
pent of my sins, and that he was autho-
rized to baptize me for the remission of

my sins, and he told me that if I did
this that hands should then be laid upon
my head and I should receive the Holy
Ghost. This is the doctrine you heard.
Then you had faith in God; you repented
of your sins, your follies and wickedness,
and you covenanted to fear God and keep
his commandments, and to observe his
laws. The elder then went forth and
led you into the water, and he said, "Be-
ing commissioned of Jesus Christ, I bap-
tize you for the remission of your sins in
the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost. Amen." He then
buried you in the water and raised and
brought you out of it. After he did this,
he laid his hands upon your head, and
by the same authority he confirmed you
a member of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, and said, "Receive
ye the Holy Ghost."

Now that is a very peculiar operation
when you come to think upon it. Why
is it thus? A man goes forth who has
authority given him of Jesus Christ, he
baptized you for the remission of your
sins in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. There
is something very peculiar about it. It
looks very simple; but if that man had no
such authority, then he was an impostor;
and if the man or men who ordained that
elder conferring on him this priesthood,
had not the authority to do so, then he
or they were impostors; and if God had
not given revelation instructing Joseph
Smith in relation to these things, how
they were to be done, then Joseph Smith
himself was an impostor, as well as the
apostles and all men professing author-
ity. These are self-evident facts. We as
a people do not profess to have received
any authority from any other source,


