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I am pleased to have another opportu-
nity of meeting with you on this the first
Sabbath of the New Year; and I will add
to all the faithful, ten thousand more of
them. For we, as Latter-day Saints, do not
consider that our existence ends with time,
as we generally term it, but that it reaches
into eternity. And that while we are here
in a state of probation to fulfil the various
duties devolving upon us, as Saints of the
living God; while we come into the world
and exist in it for a time and then leave it,
we have hopes and aspirations beyond the
grave, and anticipate that, as ages and cycles
shall pass along and generation succeeds
generation, if we are true to our trust and
live our religion, keeping the command-
ments of God and fulfilling the various cov-
enants devolving upon us to attend to, that
we shall associate with the just in the eter-
nities to come! Therefore we are living, and
hoping, and expecting, and planning, and
contriving and operating, for the accom-
plishment of this object. We do not look
upon the affairs of this life as those alone
in which humanity is interested. We have
been taught differently by those who have
had communication with the Lord, and
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to whom he has revealed his will. We have
been taught differently by the holy priest-
hood that we have in our midst; we have
been taught differently by the Holy Spirit
which we have received in God’s appointed
way, according to his law; which spirit has
enlightened our minds and given unto us
an evidence and a testimony similar to that
which we heard Brother Smith speak of
that he knew this work to be of God. How
did he know it? Through obedience to the
law of God, by the reception of the Holy
Ghost and through the union and commu-
nion that exists between God and his chil-
dren upon the earth. This is a principle of
certainty and testimony, and an evidence
that we all have the privilege of enjoying
for ourselves, and of knowing that God
lives; of knowing that this is the Church of
Jesus Christ and the Kingdom of God; and
of knowing also that God lives and that
he is our Father, and that we are his chil-
dren; and of further knowing that, “when
this earthly house of our tabernacle is dis-
solved,” we can feel like one of old, that “we
have a building of God, a house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens,” wait-
ing for us, and not for us only, but for all
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