A DOUBLE BIRTHDAY, ETC.

building up the Kingdom, we have to ac-
knowledge it as coming from the hand
of God. Brother Pratt was one of the
earliest men who shouldered his knap-
sack and traveled through the Ameri-
can continent to preach the Gospel of Je-
sus Christ to this nation. Frequently he
would suffer from ague all day and go
along and preach his sermon at night.
These are experiences that he and oth-
ers have passed through in the early rise
of this Church, and I feel to thank God
that we can still hear his voice and the
voice of others who have been long in this
Church and Kingdom. I hope the Lord
will preserve his life until he is satisfied
with it. He has lifted up his voice long
and loud, according to the command-
ment of God to him, in bearing record of
this Gospel and Kingdom to the nations
of the earth. I was struck, in contem-
plating our own experience, with some of
the remarks he has made today with re-
gard to the Apostle Paul—how our own
experience has agreed with that of the
ancient apostle. How many times have
we been called by revelation to go to the
right and left, here, there and the other
place, contrary to our expectation?

I will here relate what took place in
my own experience. I was in Stafford-
shire in the year 1840. I was in the town
of Stanley and held a meeting in the City
Hall. T had a week's appointments out in
that town. Before I rose to speak to the
people, the Spirit of the Lord said to me,
"This is the last meeting you will hold
with this people for many days." I told
the congregation when I arose what the
Spirit of the Lord had manifested to me.
They were as much surprised as I was.
I did not know what the Lord wanted,
but I saw the purpose of God afterwards.
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The Spirit of the Lord said to me, "Go
south." I traveled eighty miles; went into
the south of England. As soon as I ar-
rived, I met John Benbow. It was clearly
made manifest to me why I had been
called thither. I had left a good field,
where I was baptizing every night in the
week. When I got to this place, I found
a people—some 600 of them—who had
broken off from the Wesleyan Methodists
and formed themselves into a sect called
the United Brethren. I found that they
were praying for light and truth and that
they had gone about as far as they could
go. I saw that the Lord had sent me
to them. I went to work amongst them
and ultimately baptized their superin-
tendent, forty preachers and some 600
members; I baptized every member of
that denomination, but one. Altogether
some 1,800 were baptized in that field
of labor. I suppose some of those then
baptized may be in this congregation to-
day. I name these things to show how
we have to be governed and controlled by
the revelations of God day by day. With-
out this we can do nothing. Many of our
brethren who were with us at that time
and who came to this valley, have passed
behind the veil. Eight of the quorum of
the Twelve who were in the flesh and
most of them with the pioneers, today
are in the spirit world. We are passing
away.

I know as Brother Pratt has said,
that this is the kingdom of God. Israel
is being gathered together. The reve-
lations of God are being fulfilled, and
nothing will be left unfulfilled. There-
fore, as Saints of the living God, let us
be faithful to our testimony. We have
the Kingdom of God. We are called of
God by inspiration and commandment
to warn this generation, to preach the



