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acknowledgement, by their own printed
works they prove to the whole world that
God did not establish their churches,
that God did not establish among them
the ancient order of things; for the an-
cient Church of the living God was never
destitute of the spirit of revelation.

If the Lord had left us in this con-
dition, we would have been wandering
in darkness to this day. The people
who are here assembled this afternoon,
would be no better off than the Protes-
tant denominations, no better off than
the Greek and Roman Catholic Churches
that have existed from generation to gen-
eration, during many long centuries of
apostasy. But God having looked upon
the darkness that covered the earth, and
the minds of the people, having looked
upon the people that were honest in
heart, and seeing the dilemma in which
they were placed—without inspiration,
without any knowledge that comes from
heaven in their day, without anyone who
has the right and the authority from
heaven to baptize—concluded to fulfil
that which was predicted by the ancient
apostles, namely, to send an angel again
to the inhabitants of the earth. It was a
long time for the earth to be left with-
out angels. Perhaps some of you may
inquire, "Why did the Lord leave the
people so long? Why did so many gen-
erations pass away, and no Church of
Christ on the earth, no prophets, no
revelators, etc.?" It was because of the
apostasy of the people; and then af-
ter the apostasy commenced, near the
close of the first century, they killed off
the apostles, prophets and revelators—
killed off the Saints who embraced the
true Gospel, and the world became so
exceedingly wicked and corrupt that the
Lord did not see proper to send them
any other message. But perhaps you

may inquire, must all those people who
have lived so many generations ago, go
down to an endless perdition in the eter-
nal worlds, because no one had author-
ity on the earth to administer Gospel
ordinances to them? No; the Lord is
more just than this. Every man and ev-
ery woman that has not had the privi-
lege of hearing the Gospel in this life,
preached by one holding divine author-
ity, will have the opportunity of hearing
it in the world to come; so that there is
no partiality, so far as the preaching of
the Gospel is concerned. But, says one,
there is a little partiality, it seems to me;
for some have the privilege of hearing
the Gospel in this life, instead of wait-
ing till the next. But the Lord in looking
upon the various generations upon the
earth, judges after this wise: that when
a people become so darkened, through
their own apostasy, through their own
wickedness, through their shedding the
blood of righteous men, the Lord sees
proper, because of this, to make them
wait. If the true authority had been re-
vealed, during the time of the adminis-
tration of these corrupt men, the Gospel
would have been banished again from
the earth. For instance, if God had sent
the angel in the second century of the
Christian era, to renew his church on the
earth, what would have been the conse-
quence? There would have been no place
upon all the face of the globe, where
the people would have suffered such a
church to exist. If he had sent the an-
gel in the third century, or in the fourth,
or in any of the centuries intervening, be-
fore religious liberty was established, the
consequence would have been the shed-
ding of the blood of apostles, prophets
and saints again, and in order that they
might not bring upon themselves this
great condemnation the Lord saw that it


