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which have been predicted by the
prophets?

Now I would not, for the world, say
one word to lessen in the minds of my
brethren and sisters the importance of
these events; I would not say one word
to weaken your proper expectations; but
my experience has taught me that the
Lord works in the midst of this people
by natural means, and that the great-
est events that have been spoken of by
the holy prophets will come along so
naturally as the consequence of certain
causes, that unless our eyes are enlight-
ened by the Spirit of God, and the spirit
of revelation rests us, we will fail to see
that these are the events predicted by
the holy prophets.

I refer you again to that prophecy of
Isaiah and Micah, respecting the gather-
ing together of the Israel of God from the
various nations to Zion. As we read of
that in the Bible, we might think when
that was fulfilled it would be done with
such supernatural manifestations that
the people would be constrained to ac-
knowledge it was the work of God. Yet
we see it every day. Our people are gath-
ering, and men and women who emi-
grate bear testimony to the friends they
leave behind, in almost the exact lan-
guage that the prophets said they would,
and yet it is not thought very extraor-
dinary. Why is this? Because it has
come along so naturally. And so with
the great events that will take place in
the future; they will come along in so
natural a manner, the Lord will bring
them to pass in such a way that they
will not be accepted by the people, except
by those who can comprehend the truth,
as the fulfillment of the predictions of
the prophets. It requires the Spirit of
God to enable men and women to un-
derstand the things of God; it requires

the Spirit of God to enable the people
to comprehend the work of God and to
perceive his movements and providences
among the children of men. The man
who is destitute of the Spirit of God can-
not comprehend the work of God. A
woman whose mind has not been en-
lightened by that Spirit, cannot see or
comprehend any of these events that
take place in fulfillment of the prophe-
cies of the holy prophets.

You take two persons, one who has
the Spirit of God, whose mind is enlight-
ened by that Spirit—the spirit of revela-
tion, the same spirit, that rested upon
the prophets who wrote the revelations
and prophecies we have—you take a
man of that kind, and then take another
who has none of that spirit, and put the
two together, and the one man's eyes will
be open to see the hand of God in all
these events; he will notice his move-
ments and his providence in everything
connected with his work and they will
be testimonies to him to strengthen his
faith and to furnish his mind with con-
tinual reasons for giving thanks to and
worshipping God; while the man, who
has not the Spirit of God, will see noth-
ing Godlike in the occurrences: nothing
which he will view as supernatural (as
many suppose everything which exhibits
God's power to be), or nothing which he
will accept as a fulfillment of prophecies;
his eyes will be closed, his heart will be
hardened, and to all the evidences of the
divinity of these things he will be impen-
etrable.

To those who have mingled with the
world, the reasons for this are very plain.
Men do not believe in these days in the
direct interposition of God in the affairs
of men. If they even believe in God,
they believe that he governs the universe
by great natural laws. When, there-


