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It affords me pleasure to have the op-
portunity of being with the Saints of this
place today. I came here to attend your
Primary meeting of the juveniles; and
as I was here, I thought I would stay
over Sunday and talk to the fathers and
mothers a little. And I would state, as
is generally understood by you all, that
we do not have our discourses arranged
for us, or marked out particularly. Our
ideas are to present ourselves before the
people, and to seek for the influence of
the Spirit of the Lord, that such things
may be communicated as may be ad-
vantageous and interesting to those who
hear. And, therefore, when we meet to-
gether in an assembly like this we ought
all of us, both speaker and hearer, to feel
that we are in the hands of our Heav-
enly Father, and to seek for the aid of his
Holy Spirit, that the speaker may speak
correctly and understandingly, and in a
manner that shall be calculated to pro-
mote the welfare of the people, and that
the people themselves may also be pre-
pared to receive such things as may be
communicated.

We occupy a peculiar position on
the earth at the present time, per-

haps a little different from that of any
other people that have existed on the
earth—our thoughts, our ideas our prin-
ciples, our organization, our doctrines,
our ordinances, and everything con-
nected with our religious matters are dif-
ferent from those of other people; and
it is our opinion, and not only our opin-
ion, but a certainty—in fact, it amounts
to knowledge among a great many of
the Latter-day Saints, that the influ-
ences and principles that we have re-
ceived have been communicated to us by
the Almighty. We were not the origi-
nators of the principles we believe in;
neither was Joseph nor Hyrum Smith,
nor President Brigham Young, nor the
Twelve; neither was any individual nor
any people associated with the priest-
hood or the organization of the Church
at the present time. We believe that
these things have been communicated to
us by the Lord; that they are in strict
harmony with principles that have ex-
isted heretofore, to a certain extent, with
this difference however, that in the vari-
ous dispensations that have existed upon
the earth since its formation, each one
has had its peculiar role to fulfil, with


