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selecting an unwise law, varying from
the one which now obtains among gravi-
tating materials.

The law of velocity must be exactly
adapted to the law of the inverse square
of the attractive power. Who was it that
made this adaptation? Did the materi-
als endow themselves with both of these
laws? Did they perceive that no other
laws would render the universe stable
or lasting? Or, otherwise, is there an
all-wise and all-powerful Governor who
brings all things under the dominion of
laws, wise in their action, powerful in
their nature, and preserving the grand
machinery of the universe, in the most
perfect harmony in the working of all its
parts?

There must, then, have been some
great supreme intelligence who orga-
nized these worlds and gave them laws
of attractive force and adjusted velocities
and thus produced the harmonious or-
bits which we have, and which will pre-
serve themselves, unless interfered with
by some extraneous force, for thousands
of years to come.

We might go on and speak of a
great many other principles connected
with these laws, but let us now come
to the laws given to intelligent beings.
God has given laws to what might be
termed intelligent nature; but let me
say, that what is termed intelligent na-
ture is sometimes called in this same
revelation from which I have been read-
ing, a spirit, or rather, a power that "is
in all things, through all things, round
about all things, and the law by which
all things are governed." It is, then,
an intelligent power that encircles itself
through, or over, or round about every
particle or every atom, and these atoms
act in accordance with the law that is or-
dained, and do not deviate from it unless

commanded by the same authority that
gave the law. The same Being, who gave
the law to materials by which they act,
can counteract the law. He did so in
the instance when Elisha caused iron to
swim. We read, that as one was felling
a beam, the axe head fell into the water.
The man, was much concerned, because
it was a borrowed axe. "And the man of
God said, Where fell it? And he showed
him the place. And he cut down a stick,
and cast it in thither; and the iron did
swim." Now what was it that caused the
axe to rise in the water? The same Being
who gave the law of gravitation, which
caused the axe to sink, counteracted that
law, and caused the axe to swim. The
same Being who gave the law of univer-
sal gravitation, can counteract this law.
He did it, in many instances, in ancient
times. He divided the Red Sea to allow
the Israelites to pass. The water stood
up like walls, in a great heap, not for a
few seconds, or minutes, but stood there
sufficiently long to allow the Israelites to
get to the other side of the sea. Now,
what was it that counteracted this law
of nature? What was it that caused this
watery element, which has a tendency to
spread out and sink to its own level, to
stand up in a heap, almost like a solid
body? The same Being who gave the law,
which governs the yielding liquid prop-
erties of water, can counteract the law,
so as to make the water stand in heaps.
God is the great Author of all law, and is
just as able to counteract a law, as he is
to continue a law. Let him withdraw the
command that materials shall attract all
other materials; let him say to matter,
"I no longer require you to act according
to that law," and you would not find the
earth going in an orbit around the sun.


