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Right in the same chapter is given the
interpretation.

"These bones are the whole house of
Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are
dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut
off for our parts. Therefore prophesy and
say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God;
Behold, O my people, I will open your
graves, and cause you to come up out of
your graves, and bring you into the land
of Israel. * * And shall put my spirit in
you, and ye shall live, and I will place
you in your own land: then ye shall know
that I the Lord have spoken it, and per-
formed it, saith the Lord."

Now, by these testimonies that I have
quoted from the Old Testament scrip-
tures, we find that the people who lived
on the earth before the days of Jesus had
some knowledge in regard to the future,
in regard to the condition of the spirit
when it left the body, and also in regard
to the resurrection of the body. The wise
man Solomon in the Book of Ecclesiastes
12th chapter and 7th verse, speaking in
regard to death, after giving a very po-
etical description of the house we live
in, says: "Then shall the dust return to
the earth as it was: and the spirit shall
return unto God who gave it." He had
some idea in regard to life after death,
although if we read some of his writ-
ings we might gain the idea that man
ended when his body was laid down in
the grave.

Now, these doctrines, which were un-
derstood by the people before the days
of Christ are the same as believed in by
the disciples of Jesus, the same as Je-
sus taught. We will take, for instance,
Jesus' own declaration in regard to the
resurrection, in which he says: "Mar-
vel not at this: for the hour is com-
ing, in the which all that are in their
graves shall hear his voice. And shall

come forth; they that have done good,
unto the resurrection of life; and they
that have done evil, unto the resurrec-
tion of damnation." Or as it reads in the
Prophet Joseph Smith's version, "they
that have done good, in the resurrec-
tion of the just; and they that have
done evil, in the resurrection of the un-
just." Now, according to Christ's own
statement to his disciples, all that are
in their graves are to come forth, both
the righteous and the wicked, just as
it is taught in the Book of Mormon.
This is also in accordance with what the
Prophet Daniel—another of those an-
cients who understood this doctrine—
says in the 12th chapter of his book. He
speaks of Michael and the great trou-
ble that shall come upon the earth in
the latter days and says: "And many
of them that sleep in the dust of the
earth shall awake, some to everlasting
life, and some to shame and everlasting
contempt." Daniel understood that there
was to be a resurrection both of the just
and the unjust. Now take the 20th chap-
ter of the Book of Revelation, read it, and
you will find the resurrection portrayed
to John by vision when he was on the Isle
of Patmos. He says:

"And I saw thrones, and they sat
upon them, and judgment was given
unto them: and I saw the souls of them
that were beheaded for the witness of Je-
sus, and for the word of God, and which
had not worshipped the beast, neither
his image, neither had received his mark
upon their foreheads, or in their hands;
and they lived and reigned with Christ
a thousand years. But the rest of the
dead lived not again until the thousand
years were finished. This is the first res-
urrection. Blessed and holy is he that
hath part in the first resurrection: on
such the second death hath no power, but


